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MATTHEW BURKE/ENTERPRISE
Cotuit Kettleer Coach Mike Roberts

DAN BROWN/ENTERPRISE
Children sit watching the opening festivities of the July 8 Doran Park dedication in Bourne.

Shapiro Hits 200
No, Bourne Braves coach Harvey Shapiro isn’t fl irting with 

the Mendoza Line. His 200 is the number of career wins his has 
posted as a Cape League coach over his 10 year career. He be-
gan coaching with the Falmouth Commodores, joining Bourne 
in 2003. On the Fourth of July with an 8-3 victory over Wareham 
Shapiro hit 200.

After a season of struggle in 2006, Shapiro, now in his fi fth 
season with Bourne has the Braves leading the Western Divi-
sion.

Roberts Clinic
Cotuit fi eld manager Mike Roberts will conduct Athletes 

Performance Inter-Active clinics for Cape League players next 
weekend on July 14-15, from 9 AM to noon at Red Wilson Field 
in South Yarmouth. Players will learn about core fi tness, nutri-
tion, fl exibility and drills.

Ellsbury Heads For Futures
Speedy centerfi elder Jacoby Ellsbury, who led the Fal-

mouth Commodores to the 2004 CCBL championship fi nale, 
impressed Boston Red Sox fans with a .375 batting average 
before being sent back to Pawtucket so he could play in the 
Futures Game Sunday in San Francisco. In an International 
League twin bill Friday at Rochester, N.Y., Ellsbury cracked four 
hits, including his fi rst Triple-A homer. He also drove in three 
runs, scored twice and stole two bases.

Trip To Fenway Park
Fifty of the top CCBL prospects will be invited to Fenway 

Park on Tuesday, July 17, for the annual Boston Red Sox work-
out. The players will take batting, infi eld and outfi eld practice 
from 10 a.m. to noon.

Miller Helps Tigers Over Sox
Former Chatham A’s southpaw Andrew Miller, the CCBL’s 

top pitcher and pro prospect in 2005, hurled a three-hitter over 
seven innings with six strikeouts in Detroit’s 9-2 win over the 
Boston Red Sox on Friday night, July 6. Teammates Sean Casey 
(Brewster ’94) and Brandon Inge (Bourne ’97), who were hitting 
.299 and .251 with 11 HR and 41 RBI, respectively, led the tigers 
to a three-game weekend sweep of the Red Sox.

Cape League This Week

Harwich Mariners 
right-hander Dan Hud-
son throws four different 
pitches; all for strikes. 
As of July 8 he was the 
team-leader in strike-
outs, with 29 in 22.1 
innings pitched.

A sophomore, out of 
Old Dominion, Hud-
son was a Collegiate 
Baseball Freshman 
All-American, and a 
member of the Colonial 
Athletic Association All-Rookie team. This spring he 
was selected to the CAA All-State team.

With the Mariners this summer, as of July 8, Hud-
son had a record of 2-2 with a 2.82 ERA. With the 
Monarchs, this spring, he fi nished the season at 8-5, 
with an ERA of 3.46. Over 106.2 innings of work he 
fanned 109. Hudson’s stats parallel those of current 
Detroit Tiger’s all-star pitcher Justin Verlander, a 2004 
Old Dominion graduate. In his fi nal season with the 
Monarchs, Verlander went 7-6 with an ERA of 3.49. 
Hudson made 15 appearances and Verlander 16. Ver-
lander held opposing hitters to a .228 average against, 
while Hudson’s was .235. Verlander held an edge in 
strikeouts posting 151 his senior season, but Hudson 
still has two years on the hill for Old Dominion.

A fi rst baseman and pitcher in high school, where he 
hit .412, with nine home runs, helping his team to the 
state championship, Hudson now focuses full time on 
his pitching. He throws a fastball, change-up, slider 
and curve and strikes out one of every three hitters he 
faces.
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BY MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stealing bases is not ag-

gressive. It’s a part of the 
game, that when done well, 
wins baseball contests. 

It is viewed as aggres-
sive by some because some 
teams don’t always do it 
well, and it becomes risky 
when there is a shred of 
doubt in the minds of the 
players between the base-
paths, and also in the minds 
of the coaches calling the 
shots. 

Stealing is one area 
where that seed of doubt 
is planted for coaches and 
players alike when there is 
not enough conditioning and 
practice.

As of July 8, Cotuit led the 
league in stolen bases with 
34, one more than the sec-
ond place Yarmouth-Dennis 
Red Sox. Cotuit left fi elder 
Mike Bianucci (Auburn) was 
tied for the league lead in 
stolen bases with Falmouth 
outfi elder Aja Barto (Tulane), 
both with nine.

So it should come as no 
surprise to baseball fans that 
Cotuit coach Mike Roberts’ 
son Brian, an All-Star second 
baseman for the Baltimore 
Orioles, leads the American 
League with 26 stolen bases, 
two over Cleveland’s Grady 
Sizemore.

Mike’s coaching phi-
losophy is to play “backyard 
baseball;” not so much to 
be aggressive, as it is to be 
fundamentally sound and to 
excel at every facet of the 
game of baseball, no matter 
how minute.

“I consider myself a 
teacher of the way the game 
is supposed to be played,” 
Mike said. “I didn’t know that 
baserunning was wrong? So 
when you talk about ag-
gressive, what’s aggressive 
about that? To me, that’s the 
way you’re supposed to run. 
If you can’t run, go bowl.”

This philosophy was 
passed down to his son, 
who, despite physical limita-
tions in height and size, has 
become one of the best 
second basemen in the pro-
fessional game. Brian was 
voted an All-Star this year by 
his peers, after coming back 
from what was thought to be 
a potentially career-threaten-
ing injury to his left elbow.

Mike is in his fourth sum-
mer as the skipper for the 
Cotuit Kettleers. Last sum-
mer he led the Kettleers to 
the Western Division fi nals, 
losing to Wareham two 
games to none. Interest-

The Runnin’ Roberts’
Solid Fundamental Baseball Runs In This Cape League Family

ingly enough, he previously 
coached Wareham in 1984 
and 2000, and both of those 
teams fi nished the year 
leading the league in steals. 
Both teams also won West-
ern Division titles. The 2000 
team tied the all-time single 
season record for stolen 
bases.

Brian followed his father 
to the Cape, and played for 
John Schiffner, in Chatham, 
in 1998, where they won a 
Cape League title with the 
help of a handful of other 
current Major Leaguers, 
including Kyle Snyder, of the 
Red Sox, and Kevin Mench, 
of the Milwaukee Brewers. 
Brian was drafted the follow-
ing year by the Orioles out of 
South Carolina.

“The philosophy really is 
back yard,” Mike said last 
weekend before playing 
his old team, Wareham. “I 
feel like when you go to the 
backyard as a child you 
don’t go to loaf, to run to 
fi rst base half speed. You go 
to sweat and to grind it out 
and do things the right way. 
That’s really the philoso-
phy…I want them to have 
fun everyday, win or lose.”

Mike is truly a teacher of 
the game. A short, fi t, south-
ern gentleman with class. 
He is so well respected 
around the league that play-
ers from other Cape League 
teams, that he has worked 
with in the past, will come 
over and say ‘hello’ prior to 
the fi rst pitch, dispensing 
pleasantries, and discuss-
ing each other’s families. 
Mike coached the University 
of North Carolina Tar Heels 
from 1976 to 1998, and he 
coached at UNC-Asheville 
during the 2000 season. He 
led the Tar Heels to two Col-
lege World Series appear-
ances and has seen 15 of his 
former players compete on 
the Major League level. 

During the early years, he 
said that he had a run of at 
least six years where he had 
phenomenal shortstops, like 
former Major Leaguer Walt 

Weiss. His son Brian was 
little at the time and would 
watch. 

Mike said that both Rob-
erts’ would be taking mental 
notes and that he would 
teach Brian what he was 
seeing in players such as 
Weiss.

Brian was a “late-bloom-
er,” according to his father. 
Mike said that Brian had 
open-heart surgery at the 
age of fi ve and wasn’t “on 
the growth chart” until he 
was seven years old. 

Father and son would 
throw long-toss everyday 
they could at the cul-de-
sac outside of their home 
in North Carolina. Mike 
said that he noticed Brian’s 
speed early on. His son’s 
favorite game was pickle, 
and he was constantly run-
ning. “We always worked on 
two things,” Mike said, “and 
that was running and throw-
ing…because we knew he 
was going to be very little.”

And, while Brian might 
have been limited physi-
cally, he had rhythm and was 
fundamentally sound. Mike 
added that they didn’t know 
if Brian would be able to 
handle the rigors of competi-
tion until he was 19 years 
old.

“I always told him that it 
doesn’t matter what size you 
are,” Mike said. “You can 
throw better than anybody, 
so you throw, you throw 
hard, you throw everyday, 
you throw line drives, and 
you throw them with back-
spin; you throw on targets. 
So we worked on that, and 
the fi nal part was…from both 
sides of the plate, make con-
tact with every swing…ya 
know, don’t miss the base-
ball.”

Mike said that once he 
saw that his son was strong 
enough to compete, Brian 
took off, and the rest is 
history. Brian played for his 
dad at UNC until Mike was 
abruptly fi red in 1998. Brian 
then left for the University of 
South Carolina. Since 1999, 

his instruction has centrally 
come out of Camden Yards.

Needless to say, Mike is 
proud of his son. “I tell the 
players that I coach every 
year, my goal is for any 
young man to have the op-
portunity to live his dream,” 
he said. “Now if that’s in 
music or art, the doctor, 
something else, then that’s 
fi ne. Enjoy baseball, but 
have a dream, have a focus, 
quit letting all the crap get in 
the way…I think Brian was 
focused, and that’s my goal 
with these guys, is how do 
you teach them the disci-
pline and the focus, and get 
all the junk out of their life, to 

give their skills the opportu-
nity to blossom?”

Mike is currently a consul-
tant, working as an Execu-
tive Coach with DeLaPorte & 
Associates in the off-season; 
a Dallas-based coaching 
fi rm that teaches executives 
organizational and leader-
ship techniques. He said 
that he wants to continue to 
coach, whether that is in col-
lege or in the Cape League 
as long as his health permits.

As for Brian, well, he is do-
ing just fi ne too, and is a Ma-
jor League All-Star. Coach 
Roberts advocates following 
your dreams and having fun 

 Continued on Next Page

COURTESY ROBERTS FAMILY
MIke Roberts with his 13-year-old son Brian, now the all-star 
second baseman for the Baltimore Orioles.
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National Champs Hoping For Another Title In Falmouth

BY RICH MACLONE
It might be a simple mat-

ter of coincidence, but then 
again, it might not be.

The Falmouth Commo-
dores began the 2007 Cape 
Cod Baseball League sea-
son with all of the success 
of Crystal Pepsi. Falmouth 
went 1-7 over its fi rst eight 
games and it looked like the 
season might be over, from 

a competitive standpoint, 
before it ever really began. 

Slowly, but surely, the 
Commodores began to right 
the ship a bit and stopped 
taking on so much water. 
The team won a couple of 
games and showed some 
signs of life.

Then the kids from Oregon 
State showed up.

Joey Wong, John Wallace 

and Chris Hopkins, members 
of the 2007 College World 
Series champion Beavers 
arrived in Falmouth about a 
week ago. Ever since they 
made their cross-country trip 
the team has been one of 
the hotter clubs in the CCBL. 
Wong, a freshman, plays 
on the infi eld for Falmouth, 
mostly at second base. 
Hopkins is a speedy center 

fi elder that covers tons of 
ground for the team and 
Wallace has seen time in left 
for the Commodores.

What was once hard to 
imagine became true in quick 
fashion as Falmouth went 
from completely out of the 
picture to into the mix for the 
playoffs in the blink of an eye. 
As of last Saturday morning, 
the Commodores had come 
back to tie Hyannis for third 
place in the west division and 
trailed second place Cotuit by 
just four points. The Com-
modores are in the mix and 
have something to play for in 
the second half of the season, 
their fi rst return to the post-
season since 2004.

Falmouth Manager Jeff 
Trundy said that he was 
quite pleased to have the 
three Beavers on board and 
that he knew, from experi-
ence, that players from 
Oregon State were going 
to give him everything they 
have. 

“Any kid we’ve had from 
Oregon State in the past, 
and certainly I think these 
kids are the same, bring 
a real strong competitive 
nature to them. Any time you 
bring that variable into the 
mix is a good thing obvi-
ously. We’ve never had a 
bad kid from Oregon State 
and we’ve never had a kid 
that wasn’t competitive, and 
certainly these kids are from 
that same mold,” Trundy 
said.

Wong, Wallace and Hop-
kins all said that they were 
happy to be playing in the 
top summer league in the 
country, but also admitted 
that the whirlwind of the last 
few weeks has them a bit 
fatigued.

While Oregon State was 
the defending national 
champs, they really weren’t 
supposed to be back in 
Omaha in June. OSU under-
achieved through most of 

playing fundamentally sound 
baseball. It worked for Brian, 
so as you can imagine, Co-
tuit players are buying into 
the “backyard” philosophy.

“Its great for Brian,” Mike 
said of his son’s rise to Major 
League stardom. “But it also 
helps me at times with the 
teaching methods that I’m 
using.” He continued, “When 

you try to show people base 
stealing, and certain things 
with their swing,” and it’s 
the same techniques that 
trained an All-Star second 
baseman, “when he’s having 
a year like he’s having this 
year, ya know? Players will 
look and say, “Well I’m not 
100 percent sure I agree with 
Coach Roberts, but maybe it 
works.”

 Continued from Page 3

Like Father, Like Son

 Continued on Next Page

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Members of the College World Series champion Oregon State Beavers, John Wallace, Chris 
Hopkins and Joey Wong are now wearing Falmouth Commodore uniforms. 

COURTESY TODD OLSZEWSKI TEAM PHOTOGRAPHER BALTIMORE ORIOLES
Baltimore Orioles second baseman Brian Roberts at the 
plate.
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the regular season, and needed a late-season charge 
just to get back in to College World Series contention.

The defending champs brought it all together at the 
perfect time, beginning a march to their second straight 
national championship. Wong said that his team knew 
all along that it was capable of getting the job done, 
even if there was a lack of believers elsewhere.

“I think for some people it was (a surprise OSU was 
in Omaha), but we had the confi dence all year that we 
could get back to Omaha,” Wong said. “Our captains 
were always talking about getting hot at the right time 
and we did that.”

Wallace said that his team’s run to the title was 
something he’ll never forget. He also said that had it 
been any other team in the tournament that had done 
what the Beavers did the story would have become 
an inspirational anecdote for other clubs for years to 
come.

“I think the year before the team kind of expected us 
to do well, because there were a bunch of older guys 
… a lot more experience,” Wallace said. “This year, 
though, if we weren’t the defending national champions, 
I think this would have been one of the greatest Cinder-
ella stories of all time, coming from so far back in the 
Pac-10 to making that run in the playoffs.”

Just having a chance to play in the CWS was some-
thing that all three players cherish. For Wong, and 
Hopkins, who each made their fi rst trips, the experience 
was extra special.

“It was amazing, something you think about all the 
time growing up, getting to Omaha, and to get there my 
fi rst year was pretty awesome,” Wong said.

“The fans were great, it was like a big league park. It 
was just a great time to be playing there,” Hopkins ex-
plained. “It’s the same game. You have to play all nine 
hard. It’s just easy to put the cleats on and go out there 
(and play hard).”

And on top of playing there, winning the whole thing 
made lifetime memories for all three players.

“It’s a great feeling, and something you’ll never 
forget,” Wong said. “We have to try to forget about as 
much as we can come next year so we can try to win 
another one,” Wong said.

Wallace said, earning a second championship ring, 
was twice as nice. 

“I think wining it the second time is (sweeter). Obvi-
ously the fi rst one is amazing, and a lot people don’t get  
to experience that, but winning it a second time, back-
to-back, is unbelievable,” Wallace said.

With the national championship under their belts 
now, the three Beavers would love to earn another 
title, this time as Commodores. They have ground 
to make up, but as Wong said, taking down another 
championship would make 2007 even more special 
than it already is.

“It would be awesome. The people around here really 
love to come out and watch the Commodores play, so 
it would be great if we could them a (championship),” 
Wong said.

BY DAN CROWLEY
His numbers aren’t going 

to knock your socks off, but 
his work ethic will.

Determined to fi nd him-
self a roster spot on a Cape 
League team, William & Mary 
sophomore outfi elder Ben 
Guez hooked up with the 
Bourne Braves. When the 
season opened he didn’t 
know how long he’d be 
around.

“Its baseball,” Guez ex-
plained, “you never know 
when it’s your last game. I’ve 
worked hard, and a lot of 
hard work pays off.”

Guez got off to a hot start, 
fi nding a way to get on base. 
In the fi rst week he led a very 
talented Bourne Braves team in 
steals. His runs scored and RBI 
totals began to climb and in the 
outfi eld he was nearly perfect.

“He has played very 
good,” Bourne Head Coach 
Harvey Shapiro said. “He 
has worked hard and played 
the game the right way.” 

Hard Work Pays Off For Guez
As the deadline ap-

proached for temporary 
players, as coaches and 
general managers juggled 
their rosters, it was apparent 
Guez had become an impor-
tant part of the fi rst place 
Braves starting line up.

Saturday, June 30 Guez 
got the word. He was offered 
a permanent contract by the 
Braves. His hard work had 
paid off and now he could 
concentrate completely on 
winning a championship.

As of July 8, one game shy 

of the halfway point of the 
Cape League season, Guez 
leads the fi rst place Bourne 
Braves in games played (20), 
runs scored (15), hits (24), 
total bases (35) and is tied 
for the lead in RBI (19), walks 
(13) stolen bases (7) and on 
base percentage (.419). 

“I feel great,” Guez said 
fi nally knowing he had a 
roster spot for the remain-
der of the season. “We have 
a great group of guys. I’m 
happy; I wouldn’t want to 
play anywhere else.”

Champs Hope For
Another Title

 Continued from Page 3

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Ben Guez (William & Mary) is providing the Bourne Braves with plenty of hits.
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PROFESSIONAL INSURED INSTALLERS

SHOP AT HOME

BY MATTHEW M. BURKE
Take your pick. Hoef and 

Pruitt, Guez and Workman, 
Steele and Hose, Mitchell 
and Perry. Picking the two 
most integral parts of this 
year’s steamrolling Bourne 
Braves club is next to im-
possible. 

After going a dismal 9-32-
2 last season, the Braves 
have rallied around each 
other and currently have a 
six-point lead in the West-
ern Division. The fi rst place 
Braves are 12-6 and trail 
only Yarmouth-Dennis (15-4-
1) for the best record in the 
Cape League.

A big part of the Braves’ 

WRECKING CREW

Stacked Lineup
Propels Bourne

success thus far has come 
from the hard-hitting tandem 
of Iowa’s Kevin Hoef and 
Stetson’s Brian Pruitt.

At press time, Hoef was 
batting .396, to lead the 
league in hitting and on-
base-percentage (.508), 
while Pruitt, and teammate 
Ben Guez (William and 
Mary), lead the league in 
RBI, both with 19. Pruitt is 
also batting .333 for ninth in 
the league in hitting.

“It’s a completely differ-
ent team from last year,” 
said Pruitt, shortly before 
last Sunday’s dedication of 
Doran Park in Bourne. “New 
guys…We really gel…We 
hang out, not just on the 
fi eld, but off the fi eld too…
And that obviously helps in 
making a good team. I mean, 
we all get together, we pick 
each other up. We just play 
real unselfi sh baseball.”

And it’s that style of unself-
ish baseball that has pro-
pelled players like Hoef and 
Pruitt, as well as their team-
mates. Bourne currently is 
the top hitting Cape League 
club with a collective .274 
average, 187 hits, and 117 
runs in 683 at-bats.

Hoef, a slick fi elding in-
fi elder, helped the Hawkeye’s 
to their best record in 14 

years in 2007 (31-23). He fi n-
ished the year batting .300, 
in 170 at-bats, complete 
with 51 hits and an on base 
percentage of .408. He was 
also hit by 14 pitches to lead 
the team. 

This summer Hoef said 
that he has been concentrat-
ing on keeping the ball on 
the ground. He said that too 
many pop-outs in the wood 
bat league result in easy 
outs for the opposing pitch-
ers. Its paid dividends thus 
far, as Hoef has gone 21-for-
53 with 11 runs and four RBI.

“Coming up here I didn’t 
know what to expect, but 
its been pretty wild so far,” 
Hoef said of his hot start. 
“I’m seeing the ball well. The 
biggest thing for me so far 
has been to try and keep 

it on the ground. Keep it 
on the ground you’ve got a 
chance.”

Pruitt was drafted in 2005 
by the Washington Nationals 
in the 30th round, but he de-
cided instead to go to school 
and play ball for the Hatters. 
Stetson had the best bat-
ting club in the Atlantic Sun 
Conference (.301 batting av-
erage) in 2007. Pruitt batted 
.260, reaching 47 times in 
181 at-bats. He also had 39 
RBI, fourth on the Hatters. 
He led the team with a .472 
on-base percentage.

Through 57 at-bats this 
summer, Pruitt has 19 hits in-
cluding four doubles and two 
homers. Besides leading the 
league in RBI, Pruitt also has 
a .509 slugging percentage.

“I’m trying to keep it real 

simple as far as my ap-
proach,” Pruitt said. “I’m 
trying to be short to the ball, 
not trying to get big. I’m try-
ing to get base hits, rather 
than gap to gaps, and every 
once in a while it turns into a 
double.”

Hoef said that the biggest 
challenge going forward for 
the Braves will be staying 
focused. He said that after a 
long collegiate season, and 
at the end of a long sum-
mer, the Braves will no doubt 
have to stay together as a 
team to remain successful. 
Pruitt added that the Braves 
need to keep doing what 
they’re doing, and that is 
sticking together and playing 
unselfi sh baseball.

“We should do real well,” 
Pruitt said in closing. 

get rid of it.
Clutter...
List your  
   items at... capeauction .net

w

MATTHEW BURKE/ENTERPRISE
Kevin Hoef (Iowa) and Brian Pruitt (Stetson) are swinging big bats for the Bourne Braves this
summer.



SUMMER STARS Thursday, July 12, 2007 7

BY MARK A. BROWN
When Robert Stock 

entered the University of 
Southern California as a 
freshman last September, 
there were several attributes 
that set him apart from his 
classmates.

“I was 16, I had braces, 
and I didn’t have a driver’s 
license,” said Stock, spend-
ing his fi rst summer in the 
Cape League with the Cotuit 
Kettleers.

Talented Kettleer Takes Stock In His Future

He’s now 17 and the 
braces are gone, but Robert 
still hasn’t gotten his license. 
“I’ve got my permit, though, 
and my host mom lets me 
drive to the park,” he said 
with a grin.

Stock, who started at 
catcher for the Trojans, 
and has fi lled that role with 
Cotuit, has been unique 
among ballplayers since his 
mid-teens. Baseball America 
named him the country’s 
best 13-year-old in 2003, the 
best 14-year-old in 2004, 
and the nation’s Youth Player 
of the Year in 2005 - the fi rst 
underclassman to be so 
honored.

In addition to being a 
standout hitter and defender, 

Stock is a right-handed 
pitcher who’s been throwing 
90-mile-per-hour fastballs 
since he was 14, and has hit 
95 on the radar gun. Bat-
ting from the left side of the 
plate, early on he showed 
line drive power to all fi elds 
while launching tape mea-
sure home runs.

While Robert has always 
been a Trojans fan, the 
decision to attend USC as 
a non-scholarship player 

was driven in large part by 
the appointment of Chad 
Kreuter as the team’s Head 
Coach. Kreuter spent 16 
years in the majors as a 
backup catcher and was 
well-respected by his peers 
for his defense.

While his throwing arm 
remains his best defensive 
asset, Stock toiled this 
spring to further hone his 
footwork, his glove-to-throw 
exchange, and his launch 
to second base. “The thing 
I worked on most was just 
receiving the ball properly,” 
Robert said. “I knew I re-
ally needed to work on my 
catching, and Coach Kreuter 
has helped me tremen-
dously.”

At the urging of his par-
ents, Stock skipped his se-
nior year at Agoura (CA) High 
School to enroll in college. 
Being a baseball standout 
wasn’t enough to make the 
jump – Robert was an honor 
student and earned a 1410 
score on the SAT to meet 
the NCAA’s requirements for 
early admission. Though he 
has yet to declare a major, 
he has an eye toward invest-
ing and fi nance.

Stock will be eligible for 
Major League Baseball’s 
amateur draft in 2009, 
though some questioned the 
wisdom of bypassing what 
likely would have been a 
multi-million-dollar payday 
as an almost certain fi rst 
round pick this year.

His options are wide-open, 
since he is as talented as a 
pitcher as he is as a hitter 
and backstop, but Stock 
said he hopes his future is at 
catcher. Most scouts agree, 
though one at a recent Cape 
League outing suggested 
that since catchers gener-
ally mature more slowly 
than other position players, 
Stock’s best bet for success 
may be on the mound.

One might expect the rave 
reviews he has been get-
ting since childhood to have 
gone to his head, but Robert 
remains mature and humble 
about where he stands. His 
skills – pitching, hitting, and 
defense – are all works in 
progress in spite of his ear-
lier success.

As a high school sopho-
more, Stock hit .456 with six 
home runs and 25 RBI in 75 
at-bats. As a pitcher he went 
4-2 with a 2.96 ERA and 
57 strikeouts in 47 innings. 
That summer, Robert par-
ticipated in the World Youth 
Championship as a pitcher 
for Team USA, striking out a 
club-record 27 batters in just 
14 innings with a 1.29 ERA 
as his squad took the silver 
medal. In the championship 
game he whiffed eight Cuba 
hitters over four innings 
before a rain delay forced an 
early exit.

An infl amed rotator cuff 
brought a premature end to 
Stock’s junior season, and 
since then he has seen com-
parably light duty as a pitch-
er, with no starts. Robert 
threw less than 30 innings in 
14 relief stints for the Trojans 
this year, with 25 strikeouts 
and 14 walks. Despite a 4.55 
ERA, opponents hit just .238 
against him, second-best 
on the team behind starter, 
and Orleans Cardinals hurler, 
Brad Boxberger (.234).

Through last Friday with 

Cotuit, Stock had made fi ve 
relief appearances logging a 
pair of saves. His repertoire 
includes a curveball and 
well-developed changeup 
that complement his heater. 
Though his shoulder is 
healthy, Robert said, “I really 
haven’t put it through the 
paces yet.”

At the plate, Robert was 
batting .235 with nine RBI 
and a homer, a three-run 
shot that came in his fi rst 
Cape League game, June 
17, against Hyannis hurler 
Richardo Pecina. “I fell 
behind 0-2 on a couple of 
curveballs,” he said. “Then I 
got a fastball and got a good 
swing on it.”

Robert is being hosted this 
summer by Steven and Ann 

Marie Tenaglia, of Marstons 
Mills. While his host mother 
tutors him behind the wheel 
of the family vehicle, his host 
dad fi lms each of his outings 
and reviews the video with 
him after the game. “We use 
computer software that can 
compare my mechanics with 
those of major league hit-
ters,” Robert said.

Stock is no stranger to 
wood bats, having hit with 
them the past two summers. 
“They’re heavier, especially 
on the barrel, but they have 
a bigger sweet spot than 
metal bats,” he said. 

Among pro batters, Stock 
said he admires Barry Bonds 
for “the how fast he gets the 
bat around, and how quickly 

 Continued on Page 11

MARK A. BROWN/ENTERPRISE
Cotuit’s Robert Stock (USC) a pitcher and catcher is getting 
an early start to his college baseball career.
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he rotates his hips through.” As for pitchers, “my favorite 
of all time is Nolan Ryan.” His role model among all-
around players is Minnesota Twins catcher Joe Mauer.

After missing most of 2006, his freshman season at 
USC was a developmental experience and Robert hopes 
to continue that growth on the Cape. “It took me the 
whole spring to make adjustments,” he said. “I’m starting 
to put those changes in play now.”

 Continued from Page 7

Taking Stock...

The intensity radiated from 
the dugout. Beads of sweat 
dripped off the pitcher’s 
face. And with one swing of 
the bat, a freshman shat-
tered their dreams.  

Nobody understood. Fans 
left shell-shocked. The dug-
out was silent as the players 
deserted the fi eld with their 
heads hanging.

The top-seeded Vanderbilt 
Commodores had just lost 
their chance to move a step 
closer to the one city that 
had been on their minds for 
months: Omaha, Nebraska. 
The College World Series was 
suddenly a sickening thought 
to Vanderbilt, but a reality for 
the Michigan Wolverines, who 
had just beaten the Com-

SEC Champ Sends Eight To Cape
modores when pinch-hitter 
Alan Oaks, a freshman with a 
.188 batting average, ripped 
a fastball over the left-center 
fi eld wall for a 4-3 victory in 
the 10th inning.

The dramatic ending to the 
NCAA Regionals in Nashville 
propelled Michigan into the 
fi rst-ever Super Regional the 
following weekend in Corval-
lis, Oregon.

Disbelief and sadness 
saturated the fi eld that night 
for the Vanderbilt players, 
coaches and fans. And there 
was nothing anybody could 
do about it. 

Although the reverberations 
of that early June day are still 
felt among members of the 
Vanderbilt team and commu-

nity, eight players have found 
a bit of solace this summer 
on the fi elds of the Cape Cod 
Baseball League. 

“I am just here trying to get 
better at baseball every day,” 
said David Macias, who is 
returning for his second 
season as a Hyannis Met. 
“Expecting to make it all the 
way to Omaha for the Col-
lege World Series and then 
not… was upsetting. But 
saying goodbye to a lot of 
great teammates at the end 
of our season at Vanderbilt 
was especially sad.”

However, many of his team-
mates from Nashville followed 
Macias north to play summer 
baseball. Eight Vandy play-
ers are sprinkled throughout 
Cape League rosters.

Macias doesn’t fi nd it 
strange to now be playing 
against his college team-
mates. “It’s actually pretty 
cool and exciting,” he said. 

Macias, who hit .300, with 
a .421 on-base percentage, 
at the top of Vanderbilt's 
lineup, was accompanied to 
Hyannis by teammate, and 
longtime friend, Shea Robin, 
who was the starting catcher 
for the Commodores, and 

has the same job with the 
Mets this summer. 

Macias and Robin both 
hail from the Houston, TX, 
suburb of The Woodlands, 
so their journey to the Cape 
League has taken the same 
path. In addition to sharing 
the same hometown, the 
same Cape League team, 
the same university and the 
same shattered dream, they 
are connected by one man 
-- Coach Tim Corbin.

Corbin, who next year will 
enter his sixth season as 
Vanderbilt’s Head Coach, 
has raised the bar of qual-
ity, respect and willpower in 
his team and other baseball 
communities across the 
country. In May, his team 
won the fi rst regular season 
Southeastern Conference 
championship in the history 
of the Vanderbilt baseball 
program. And although the 
Commodores’ hopes of 
playing in the College World 
Series were dashed, Corbin 
believes they can reach that 
goal next season.

The Hyannis Mets have 
two of the most talented and 
passionate Vandy players 
this summer, but six other 
Commodores are showcas-
ing their skills with four other 
Cape League teams. Josh 
Zeid and Brett Jacobson 
are trying to turn it around 
for the struggling Harwich 
Mariners, while versatile 
right-handed pitcher Nick 

Christiani, who can start, 
pitch middle relief and close, 
burns it up for the red-hot 
Orleans Cardinals. Center 
fi elder Andrew Giobbi traded 
in his Vanderbilt Commo-
dores uniform for a Falmouth 
Commodores uniform, while 
left-handed pitcher Mikie 
Minor is making his CCBL 
debut, alongside Dominic 
de la Osa, who returns for 
his second summer with the 
Wareham Gatemen. 

The presence of the Van-
derbilt Commodores is also 
being felt in other areas of 
the country this summer. 
Ryan Flaherty, a hard-hit-
ting shortstop, was set to 
return to the Hyannis Mets 
for a second season until he 
was yanked from the roster 
to travel around the country 
with Team USA.

And, former Brewster 
Whitecap and Vanderbilt 
graduate, Cody Crowell, was 
drafted in the 14th round 
by Toronto, and is currently 
pitching for the Blue Jays’ 
farm team in Auburn, NY. 

These Vanderbilt team-
mates will be scattered across 
the country for the upcoming 
months. But, whatever dia-
mond they may be playing on, 
their Commodore connection 
binds them together. As the 
saying goes, “Once a ’Dore, 
always a ’Dore.”  
Lauren Malone, CCBL Intern 
malone@capecodbaseball.
org

List your  
   items at... capeauction .net

of Unwanted Clutter!
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DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Vanderbilt catcher Shea Robin is swinging his bat for the Hyannis Mets this summer.
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BY MATTHEW M. BURKE
Don’t let the laid-back 

demeanor of Wareham left-
handed pitcher Wade Miley 
fool you. 

On July 7, one day after 
the Southeastern Louisiana 
Lion hurled eight innings, 
giving up only two hits and 
one earned run, in a 1-0 loss 
at the hands of Harwich, 
Miley was subdued. After 
working out, he sat on a 
bench at Clem Spillane Field 
chatting with teammates as 
he tried his luck on several 
scratch tickets. 

As Miley got up to get 
ready for a team picture, 
he joked with his team-
mates to watch his tickets. 
“I ain’t gonna win anything, 
anyway,” he said sarcasti-
cally, with a wry smile, as he 
ran his hands through his 
disheveled hair, slow and 
calculated, looking like he 
had just woke up from a nap.

To Miley, personal statis-
tics are meaningless. The 
pitcher led the Cape League 
in strikeouts for a while, 
and didn’t even know. His 
1.29 ERA, over 35 innings, 
seemed unimpressive to 
him. The only thing that mat-
tered to Miley was the fi ve 
walks (to accompany seven 
K’s) he allowed in the game 
the previous evening.

“I just go out and pitch, 
try not to walk people, but 
I’m walking people anyway,” 
he said. “(That was a) big 
thing for me this summer…I 
walked a lot of people at 
school…My big thing is to 
come up here and throw 
strikes, see if I can not walk 
as many.”

Despite Miley’s dry sense 
of humor, it was evident as 
he spoke that something 
was eating the tall and 
skinny ace, who has become 
an intimidating adversary 
on the bump this summer, 
complete with a determined 
grimace and a fl at brimmed 
Gatemen cap. He has been 
one of the most dominant 
pitchers in the Cape League 
in 2007, as the halfway point 
to the season approached, 

FOCUSING ON STRIKES, NOT STRIKEOUTS
Wareham’s Stone Faced Ace Wade Miley

and he has everyone from 
pro scouts to agents licking 
their chops.

“[Its going] alright [this 
summer thus far],” Miley 
said. “[I] Can’t win, but its 
alright.”

Miley was of course refer-
ring to his 1-3 record on the 
summer, which is completely 
inconsistent with the way 
that he has pitched to date. 
He has allowed only fi ve 
earned runs and is currently 
fi fth in the Cape League in 
pitching. He also leads the 
league in complete games, 
with two.

Coach Cooper Farris said 
that he knows his ace is 
frustrated, and that they 
have spoken about their 
mutual desire to win more 
baseball games. At press 
time, Wareham was in last 
place in the Western Division 
with a 6-14 record.

“He’s not afraid of any-
thing,” Farris said. “He’s try-
ing to get after it every time 
he’s out there. He’s a quality 
lefty. He doesn’t like getting 
beat.”

Miley has a fastball, which 
he is most comfortable with, 
a slider, a curveball, and 
a change-up. Depending 
on how he’s feeling during 
warm-ups, he will use either 
his slider or change-up as 
his out pitch. He is also a 
smart kid, and a student of 
the game, focusing on an 
opposing hitter’s strengths 
and weaknesses, and what 
they have done in the past, 
to come up with his game 
plan. Wade fi nished school 
last semester with a 3.8 GPA.

“I feel most comfortable 
right now with my slider, 
because I have the most feel 
with that pitch,” Miley said. 
Farris added that Wade has 
three pitches he can use at 
any time, his fastball, slider, 
and curveball. “His change-
up isn’t bad either,” his 
coach said. Farris said that 
Miley has been consistent 
this summer thus far, and 
has had his best stuff in all 
but one outing. He added 
that Miley has been good 
against righties and lefties 
alike. 

Miley hails from Ham-
 Continued on Next Page

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Pitcher Kris Dabrowiecki out of Northeastern University de-
livers in a recent game for the Harwich Mariners.

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Falmouth pitcher Christian Friedrich (Eastern Kentucky) has 
struck out 37 in 23 innings of work. He has a record of 2-1 
with a 1.96 ERA.

MATTHEW BURKE/ENTERPRISE
Wareham Gateman left-handed pitcher Wade Miley is facing 
down Cape League hitters with determination this summer.



SUMMER STARSThursday, July 12, 2007 13

mond, Louisiana, originally. 
He started playing baseball 
at the age of four, learning 
the game from several differ-
ent family members, includ-
ing his grandfather and his 
uncle. He attended Loranger 
High School, where he was 
the Louisiana Class 2A Play-
er of the Year as a senior, 
as voted by the Louisiana 
Sports Writers Association. 
As a senior, he coupled a 10-
2 record on the mound and a 
1.70 ERA, with a .478 batting 
average and 14 homers. 

The Louisville Slugger 
Preseason First Team High 
School All-American was 
drafted by the Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays in 2005 in the 
20th round, a relationship 
that he continues to this 
day despite the fact that he 
opted to go to college. Miley 
said that Devil Rays scout 
Benny Latino, who is based 
in Louisiana, made a few 
calls on his behalf, advocat-
ing for him to come to the 
Cape this summer.

In two seasons for the 
Southland Conference Lions, 
Miley has compiled a 13-12 
record. In 2006, he fi nished 
at 6-7, but won four out of 
fi ve to end the season. This 
season, Miley improved to 7-
5 with a 3.86 ERA in 95.2 in-
nings pitched. He struck out 
77, walked 40, and gave up 
41 earned runs. Miley lead 
the Lions in ERA, innings 
pitched, runners picked off 
(4), and walks.

“I wish I would have done 
better [this past season],” 
he said. “I don’t know if its 
aluminum bats or what…
walking a lot of people in 
college…giving up little 
bloop hits to Texas leaguers 
and stuff like that. Overall I 

think I did alright. There’s a 
few things I could have done 
better.”

Miley is loving his time 
spent on the Cape this sum-
mer and he hopes that his 
successes carry over to next 
season for the Lions. “I love 
it up here,” he said without 
pause. “It’s a nice environ-
ment; the people are nice, 
big crowds everyday, every 
game. We’re losing…but 
its fun, we’ll break out of 
it…Wherever I learn things I 
try and keep it with me and 
use to my advantage.”

Miley said that he has 
altered aspects of his game 
that have led to his stel-
lar start to the 2007 sum-
mer. “I changed the grip on 
my slider,” he said. “Got a 
tighter grip, and have been 
able to get people out with 
it, its been my go to pitch.”

Coach Farris said that 
Miley has found his top form, 
and he hopes he continues 
pitching the same way all 
summer long, because the 
wins are sure to follow. 

Farris added that many of 
Miley’s fi ve walks in the Har-
wich game on July 6, were 
close calls, and that Miley let 
them frustrate him. Never-
theless, Coach Farris said 
that Miley is defi nitely one 
of his top pitchers, and he 
will be integral to Wareham’s 
success this summer if they 
are to turn their season 
around.

“He’s just a competitor,” 
Farris said. “He just battles. 
You just like those guys out 
there.”

For Miley, it’s all about 
throwing strikes, and he is 
defi nitely focused in that 
regard.

Continuing his red-hot 
batting stroke is Kevin Hoef 
(Iowa) of the Bourne Braves, 
who was leading the CCBL 
with a .396 batting aver-
age as the week began. His 
Braves teammate, Brian 
Pruitt (Stetson), was the 
loop leader with 19 RBI, and 
ranked fourth in batting, at 
.346.

Hard-hitting Shane Peter-
son (Long Beach State), of 
the Hyannis Mets, topped 
the league in hits (24), while 
batting .375, good for third 
place behind Hoef and Ryne 
White (Purdue), of Cotuit at 
.388. Falmouth’s Aja Barto 
(Tulane), and Mike Bianucci 
(Auburn), of Cotuit, shared 

Who’s Hot And Who’s Not
the stolen base lead with 
nine each.

Slugging Y-D shortstop Gor-
don Beckham (Georgia), and 
Orleans fi rst baseman/out-
fi elder Dennis Raben (Miami,) 
were tied for the home run 
lead with fi ve round-trippers 
apiece, while Raben was one 
RBI behind Pruitt with 18.

Southpaw Evan Crawford 
(Auburn), of Harwich, led the 
CCBL with a microscopic 
0.56 ERA, and had struck 
out an impressive 26 batters 
in 16 innings pitched.

Yarmouth-Dennis closer 
Nick Cassavechia (Baylor) 
led the league with fi ve 
saves, while Wade Miley (SE 
Louisiana), of Wareham, was 

the pace-setter in innings 
pitched (35) and strikeouts 
(34) while posting a 1.29 
ERA. 

Bourne led the league 
with 111 runs scored, and 
a .278 team batting aver-
age, followed by Y-D (.271) 
and Chatham (.263), Orleans 
(.210), Wareham (.220) and 
Falmouth (.219) brought up 
the rear.

Taking over the team ERA 
lead was the East Division-
leading Y-D Red Sox, whose 
pitchers compiled a cumu-
lative 2.26 ERA, followed 
closely by Orleans (2.35). 
Cotuit was a distant 10th in 
team pitching with a 5.69 
ERA.

Focusing On Strikes, Not Strikeouts
 Continued from Page 12

DAN CROWLEY/ENTERPRISE
Life is good in the Brewster bullpen when the White-
caps win.

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Cotuit’s Aaron Baker (Oklahoma) makes the play at fi rst 
base unassisted.
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BY CHRIS KAZARIAN
Statistics are an important 

part of baseball, but for Sean 
O’Brien only one number 
matters — 32. 

It is emblazoned on the 
left side of his Chatham A’s 
cap and has nothing to do 
with batting average, home 
runs, or runs batted in. It is 
why Sean plays the game; 
it is why he could care less 
whether he goes hitless in 
a Cape league game this 
season. 

The number 32 is what 
gives O’Brien perspective. 

Flash back three months 
ago, towards the end of his 
junior year at Virginia Tech. 
It was Monday, April 16, and 
Sean was leaving his off-
campus apartment, heading 
to his accounting class when 
the unthinkable happened. 

He received word of the 
fi rst two killings in Johnston 
Hall and immediately picked 
up the phone to call his 
father, John. “He called me 
to say there was a shooting 
on campus and asked me, 
‘Should I go to class?” his 
father said. “I told him abso-
lutely not, go back to your 
apartment.”

The story and images have 
been retold and rehashed 
time and time again since 
that day. In the deadliest 
mass shooting in American 
history, Cho Seung-Hui left 
fi ve Virginia Tech faculty 
members and 27 students in 
his wake before eventually 
taking his own life. 

As he watched the news 
unfold from his apartment, 
O’Brien, the captain of the 
Virginia Tech club spent the 
day trying to contact each 
one of his teammates. His 

worst fear, that one of them 
may have been a victim of 
this senseless crime, was 
alleviated when he received 
word that all were safe. 

The days following the 
incident were not easy for 
him, his teammates, class-
mates, or the residents of 
Blacksburg, Virginia. “It 
was a tough time for every-
body, not just people on our 
campus, but everyone in 
the world,” he said. “I think 
people realized that this 
could happen anywhere to 
anyone.” To help take their 
minds off the tragedy, Hokies 
Head Coach Peter Hughes 
opened up his home to the 
team as a way to escape the 
constant bombardment of 
media coverage. “We had 
dinner at coaches’ house a 
lot... we would watch base-
ball, play Wiffl eball,” he 
said, anything to divert their 
attention. 

O’Brien’s father, who was 
planning to come down to 
see the William and Mary 
game on Wednesday, which 
was eventually cancelled, 
arrived at Tech on Thursday 
with his wife, Joan. They 
stayed into the following 
week to be with their son. 

“You feel bad for the par-
ents that had to go through 
that,” John O’Brien said. 
“It really was just a horrible 
situation. You can’t put it 
into words.” An aspiring 
major leaguer, the shootings 
gave O’Brien a chance to be 
in the limelight, but not in the 
manner he ever envisioned. 
He was a guest on ESPN’s 
Cold Pizza, answering ques-
tions, not about baseball, 
but about the Virginia Tech 
massacre. “I wish I didn’t 

have to do it, given the cir-
cumstances,” he said. 

A native of Chappaqua, 
New York, O’Brien was 
asked by the hosts to com-
pare the killings with what 
happened on 9-11. When 
they started playing baseball 
in New York, he told them, 
it started the healing pro-
cess and helped life return 
to “normal.” O’Brien admits 
that it will be a long time 
before that happens. “It will 
never be, necessarily, back 
to normal,” he said. 

The healing began fi ve 
days later when Tech took 
the fi eld against the Uni-
versity of Miami at English 
Field. It was the fi rst sporting 
event held on campus since 
the shootings. Athletics had 
been temporarily put on 
hold, having been replaced 
by tears of sorrow, counsel-
ing, and candlelight vigils. 

Yet, the community clearly 
wanted a sense of normalcy 
in their lives. A record 3,132 
fans came out to witness 
the Tech team, adorned in 

commemorative patches, 
black armbands, and one 
black sock accompanying 
the typical maroon one, fall 
one incredible catch short of 
pulling off the improbable. 

Down 10-5 in the eighth 
inning, the Hokies rallied to 
pull within two runs in the 
ninth. With a runner on fi rst, 
shortstop Warren Schaeffer 
stepped up to the plate. He 
stroked, what seemed to be, 
a sure home run, only to be 
robbed by Miami left fi elder 
Nick Freitas. 

For the Hokie faithful, this 
was no reason for sorrow. 
Through the rest of the sea-
son, O’Brien said, wherever 
they went “Everyone was 
wonderful. Even at away 
games fans rooted for us. 
It really was something to 
see. Everyone was a Hokie. 
It defi nitely brought the team 
closer together.” Despite a 
mediocre 23-31 overall re-
cord, that included going 6-
10 after the tragedy, O’Brien 
said, the tragedy made the 
team realize what was truly 

important. “We had a diffi -
cult year, but that kind of put 
everything into perspective,” 
he said. 

After every game, win or 
lose, O’Brien and his team-
mates, made the painful 
walk onto campus and 
placed a game ball at one of 
the 32 memorials. The team 
honored each one, O’Brien 
said, and it is who they 
played for during the remain-
der of the season. 

These days the incident 
is never far from the mind 
of O’Brien. In addition to 
the No. 32 on the front of 
the cap, the date, 4-16-07, 
is written on the back. “It 
reminds me of who I am 
playing for,” he said. “This 
will be a big part of my life 
for the rest of my life.” As 
the only Tech player in the 
league, he realizes that the 
questions about that day 
will come, and he willingly 
accepts them. “I don’t mind 
telling them about it at all,” 
he said. 

“When people fi nd out he 
attends Tech, the fi rst words 
out of their mouth are usual-
ly, “I’m sorry,” he said. “They 
have nothing to be sorry 
about. Blacksburg is the 
greatest place in the world. 
I have the greatest group of 
friends and I think the world 
of the school. I am not sorry 
to go to Virginia Tech.” As a 
father, John O’Brien said, “It 
makes you proud to see your 
son feel for the entire com-

 Continued on Next Page

Chatham A’s Star Refuses
To Forget VA Tech Tragedy

CHRISTOPHER KAZARIAN/ENTERPRISE
Virginia Tech’s Sean O’Brien will never forget that April morning.
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munity, the school, and the 
families of those that lost 
loved ones that day. You 
don’t want them to forget 
what happened that day.” 
In his second season in 
the Cape league, O’Brien’s 
.327 batting average and 
.420 on base percentage 
at Tech has carried over to 
Chatham. 

He hit his fi rst home run of 
his Cape league career on 
June 18, against Orleans, 
and is enjoying a solid sea-
son, playing in the outfi eld 
and occasionally as a desig-
nated hitter. As of last Friday, 

he posted a .286 batting 
average, and was second on 
the team in hits, with 18, and 
in on base percentage, .416. 

Chatham A’s manager 
John Schniffner was effusive 
in his praise of the one-time 
temporary player. “He is a 
good, solid player,” he said. 
“He is versatile, can play 
fi rst base, outfi eld, or DH. 
He is the perfect Cape Cod 
League player. He has really 
helped out our team.” For 
someone who grew up at-
tending Cape league games, 
it is a thrill to be playing 
here this summer. “I spent 
my summers in Chatham 

since I was fi ve,” he said. “I 
love the Cape league and 
everything about it.” O’Brien, 
who counts being drafted 
by the Montreal Expos, out 
of Horace Greeley High 
School, in New York, as a 
career highlight, is not unlike 
many in the Cape league. He 
envisions smacking singles, 
doubles, and triples, not on 
the Cape, but in a big league 
park one day. Yet, if that 
does not happen, he said, 
the deaths of 32 total strang-
ers, on 4-26-07, have taught 
him that, “there are more im-
portant things than baseball, 
and life in general.”

 Continued from Page 13

VA Tech’s Sean O’Brien Had His
Life Changed On April 16, 2007

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Bourne’s Ben Guez (William & Mary) puts the bat on the ball.
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Harwich Mariners’ third baseman T.J. Wise (Oklahoma) plays the bounce and 
makes the play at fi rst.

Chatham pitcher Charles Brewer (UCLA) delivers to the plate in a recent 
game.

Yarmouth-Dennis catcher Buster Posey (Florida State) makes 
contact in a recent game. At mid-season Posey is hitting .258 
for the Red Sox.

Harwich second baseman Jake Opitz (Nebraska) back
hands a ball prior to making a leaping throw to cut down 
the runner at fi rst.

Cotuit outfi elder Curtis Dupart (Georgia Tech) slides safely under the tag of Wareham second baseman Seth 
Henry (Tulane).

Brewster shortstop Michael Marcseco (Stanford) scoops the ball before throwing the runner out at fi rst.

Chatham Athletics fi rst baseman Allan Dykstra (Wake For-
est) gloves a ball down the fi rst base line.

Bourne pitcher Jeff Richard (Central Michigan) has helped 
the Braves claim the top spot in the Western Division.

Photographs By DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE

Mid-Summer Cape League Action


	SummerStars7_12_07
	SSCtrSpread7_12



