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Kids race off the fi eld after the National Anthem at Red Wilson Field before a Y-D Red Sox 
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We’re a little past the midway point in the Cape League 
season and it’s still far too early to look at post season 
match-ups, but if the season ended today, it would by a 
battle between the Yarmouth-Dennis Red Sox and the 
Bourne Braves.

Last year the Red Sox (28-16) won the league champion-
ship defeating the Wareham Gatemen. At the same time last 
year the Braves fi nished at the bottom of the league with a 
record of 9-32-2.

Bourne currently has one of the hottest hitters in the 
league in third baseman Kevin Hoef (Iowa) at .368, but the 
Red Sox have hot hitting Sean Ochinko (LSU) at .325 and 
home run leader Gordon Beckham (Georgia) with eight 
dingers. Two members of the Braves are near the top in the 
league in RBI with Brian Pruitt (Stetson) with 22 and Ben 
Guez (William & Mary) with 21. Beckham leads Y-D with 21 
RBI followed by Buster Posey (Flordia State) with 14. They 
are the top two teams in hitting with the Red Sox holding a 
slim .274 to .271 advantage in team batting.

Both clubs have two pitchers currently among the top 10 
in the league. Bourne’s T.J. Hose (East Carolina) and D.J. 
Mitchell (Clemson) boast ERA’s of 0.42 and 1.93 respectively. 
Y-D’s Terry Doyle (Boston College) and Eddie Burns (Georgia 
Tech) are right there with ERA’s of 2.19 and 1.69.

Y-D’s Nick Cassavechia (Baylor) is currently the league’s 
saves leader at seven, but Jordan Flasher (George Mason) 
has four for the Braves.

Y-D is in fi rst place in the Eastern Division and Bourne 
holds the top spot in the Western. They have faced each 
other three times and Y-D has won twice, with each game 
decided by one run.

So in head-to-head competition, who wins? It’s a toss-up; 
that’s why they play the games. In the East at press time 
Chatham was in second trailing Y-D by seven points.

But the biggest surprise is in the West where it seems 
three Beavers are chewing away at Bourne’s lead. As they 
proved in Omaha, Chris Hopkins, John Wallace and Joey 
Wong of Oregon State know how to win. The word in the 
West is watch out for Falmouth.

CCBL Season Enters

Home Stretch

Bourne’s Kevin Hoef is 
not about to let an ankle 
injury slow him down. Hoef 
missed a little over a week 
this summer with a sprained 
ankle. When he was injured 
he was the hottest hitter in 
the league. Now, back at 
third base for the Braves, 
Hoef is swinging with authority once again, and is still 
near the top of the league with a .364 average.

Out of Troy, Illinois, he attended Triad High School, 
where he played baseball and basketball. In his fresh-
man year of college, Hoef joined the University of Iowa 
football team as the punter, but, because of baseball, 
limited his time on the gridiron to a single season.

During the baseball season he hit .300 for the 
Hawkeyes, drew 22 walks and stole 15 bases, compil-
ing an on-base percentage of .365. Hoef isn’t a power 
hitter; he’s more of an opportunistic hitter that can 
work the count in his favor and get the ball through 
the infi eld. Once on base, he is always a threat to run.

“I’m just trying to keep the ball on the ground and 
use my speed to my advantage,” he said. “I’m doing 
whatever I can do to help the team.”

This summer, limited by his injury, he is tied for 
second place on the Braves with seven steals, while, 
with a bat in his hands, the Iowa sophomore is having 
a summer to remember.
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Hitting His SpotsHitting His Spots

YOUR

Your

BY DAN CROWLEY
Ask Yarmouth-Dennis Red 

Sox pitcher Bobby Gagg 
any question and you get 
a straight answer. Gagg 
shoots from the hip, one 
of the reasons he feels he 
wasn’t drafted out of high 
school in 2005.

“I was talked to by some 
people coming out of high 
school, but I kind of turned 
people off,” Gagg said. “I 
was honest. I just told every-
body I was going to college, 
and that was that. I’m not a 
fi rst round guy and, out of 
high school, you need life-
changing money. I needed 
college to get where I am.”

At Wallkill High School in 
Hamburg, New Jersey, Gagg 
fi nished 12-1 with an 0.84 
ERA and led his team to a 
state championship. In his 
freshman season at Coastal 
Carolina he made 17 appear-
ances, got six starts, pitched 
two complete games, and 
ended the year at 4-1, with a 
2.95 ERA. This spring Gagg 
hit his stride with the Chanti-
cleers, fi nishing at 12-2 over 
17 starts. He posted an ERA 
of 2.57 and, in 112 innings 
of work, struck out 84 and 
walked 27.

He was named Big South 
Pitcher of the Year for the 
conference champion Chan-
ticleers and chosen for the 
Big South All-Tournament 
Team. He was named to 
the All-Myrtle Beach Re-
gional Team and is a second 
team Collegiate Baseball 
All-American. In addition 
Gagg received second team 
All-Atlantic Region honors 
by the American Baseball 
Coaches Association, and 
was recently name to the 
All-Ping Team. On June 24, 
he was named the Cape Cod 
Baseball League Coca-Cola 
Pitcher of the Week.

Next June Gagg hopes 
Major League Baseball will 
come knocking again, and 
this time he’ll be ready.

Coastal Carolina seemed 
the perfect fi t for Gagg 
coming out of Wallkill High 
School.

“A scout from the (Boston) 
Red Sox told me not to pick 
a school based on baseball, 
but on where I would be 
happy,” he recalled. “Base-
ball is a huge part of that 
choice, but you don’t want 
to go somewhere where 
you’ll be miserable. I’m in 
Myrtle Beach, and that has 
to be one of the most beauti-
ful places in the world.”

Gagg admits that when he 
arrived at Coastal Carolina 
he had a chip on his shoul-

Hitting His SpotsHitting His Spots Coastal Carolinas’ Bobby Gagg
der, but quickly found out 
that, as a freshman, he had a 
lot to learn.

“I love the coaching staff 
and the school,” he said. 
“It’s a small school where 
everybody knows everybody 
and that’s the best part. 
We’re a close-knit group. 
The friends you make and 
the experiences you have 
are some of the most grati-
fying things in life. We’ll all 
stay in touch for the rest of 
our lives.”

Throughout his baseball 
career, and life in general, 
Bobby’s father, Robert Gagg, 
has been at his son’s side. 
A one-time minor league 
prospect in the New York 
Yankees organization, the el-
der Gagg had his career cut 
short after two professional 
seasons by an arm injury.

“My dad was a pitcher and 
a middle infi elder in the Yan-
kees’ farm system,” Bobby 
noted. “He’d play shortstop 
or third base all week and a 
couple of times he’d pitch. 
Then a couple of guys went 
down and he got a couple of 
starts.”

Bobby claims to be a bet-
ter pitcher than his father, 
but admits that his dad was 
a better athlete.

“I’m a pitcher,” he smiled. 
“I’m just trying to make the 
most of what God gave me. 
My dad taught me how to be 
a smart pitcher. He taught 
me the things it takes to be 
successful on the mound. 
When I’d win a game he’d 
say ‘good job,’ but on the 
days I’d lose, that’s when the 
teaching would happen.”

Gagg doesn’t blow away 
hitters with an overpower-
ing fastball, but he knows 
how to pitch. He relies on his 
change-up and is adding a 
breaking ball to his pitching 
repertoire.

“I wouldn’t be where I am 
today without my change-
up,” Gagg admits. “I was 
never a breaking ball pitcher, 
although I’m just starting 
to get a good breaking ball 
now. My freshman year of 
college, I didn’t throw a 
breaking ball, it was just the 

fastball and change-up. The 
change-up, to me, is the 
best pitch in baseball. You 
can throw it to any hitter. It 
looks just like a fastball and 
you can get a lot of ground 
balls. I’m not a strikeout 
pitcher, and when you can 
get a lot of ground balls it 
keeps the pitch count down 
and makes life a lot easier.”

With a fastball that runs 
between 88-91 miles per 
hour, a cut fastball, change-
up and curve in his arsenal, 
Gagg is giving Cape League 
hitters fi ts. In seven appear-
ances this summer, over 30.2 
innings of work, he has three 
wins and a save, without a 
loss, and an ERA of 2.64. 
What he does best is put the 
ball over a part of the plate 
in which it is most diffi cult to 
hit with any success.

“I’ve always prided myself 
on being a control pitcher 
that keeps hitters guessing,” 
he said. “The way I pitch, I 
don’t go for strikeouts, and 
my pitch count is lower, 
which is a reason why I’ll 
give up a few more hits than 
everybody else. If you can 
put the ball where you want 
every time, you go out there, 
you’re going to win.”

Gagg is always working on 
improving himself, both in 
his pitching and the way he 
manages a game mentally. 
On the inside of his cap he 
has written the names of his 
grandparents, his mother 
and father, and his sister. 
Whenever the going gets 
rough on the mound he pulls 
off his hat and reads their 
names and it gives him the 
strength to continue.

“I have always put their 
names on the inside of my 
hats,” he added. “When 
I’m in a tough situation, I 
just look into my hat and it 
reminds me of what is really 
important. It humbles me to 
realize how many people in 
this world won’t have the op-
portunities that I have been 
given. I appreciate every op-
portunity that I have had.”

Coming off a successful 
spring, Gagg hit the Cape 
with confi dence. Opening 

day he was called on by 
Y-D skipper Scott Pickler 
to make an appearance in 
relief, something he hadn’t 

done in over a year. In four 
innings, Gagg faced a dozen 
Hyannis Mets batters with-

 Continued on Next Page

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Y-D Pitcher Bobby Gagg (Coastal Carolina) hits his spots.
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BY MARK A. BROWN
Playing for the Chatham 

Athletics this summer has 
given Jermaine Curtis the 
chance of a lifetime, as he 
tests his mettle against 
the best ballplayers in the 
country.

But the trip east from his 
Fontana, California, home 
has allowed Jermaine to do 
something he is not able to 
do at UCLA – wear jersey 
number 42.

That uniform number is 
retired at UCLA, in honor of 
Jackie Robinson, the ex-
Bruin who broke the major 
league color barrier in 1947. 
Curtis grew up admiring the 
legendary Brooklyn Dodger, 
and honored him by playing 
for Robinson’s alma mater 
and wearing 42 on his wrist 
bands.

As he enters his junior 
year, where he will again 
man the hot corner at Jackie 
Robinson Field, the rangy 
third baseman is proving to 
be consistent. After leading 
the Bruins in hitting his fi rst 
two seasons, he’s also at 
the top of that category with 
Chatham.

“The competition here is 
great, and you face the best 
of the best,” Jermaine said. 
“Overall, it’s a different game 
here.”

He spent last summer in 
Minnesota, playing summer 

A’s Curtis: A Consistent Hitting Machine
ball in the wood bat North-
woods League, hitting .269 
with the Alexandria Beetles. 
“It was tough adjusting to 
the wood, but I learned a lot 
up there,” he said. “But the 
Cape League is defi nitely 
tougher.”

Curtis enjoyed a stellar 
freshman season with the 
Bruins, batting a team-high 
.336 (including a .390 mark in 
Pac-10 Conference play) and 
a .457 on-base percentage. 
However he was devas-
tated this winter when he 
was declared academically 
ineligible for UCLA’s fi rst 24 
games in 2007.

During his absence, the 
Bruins stumbled to an 11-14 
record. Once he returned, 
batting in the leadoff spot, 
UCLA went 19-12 to earn a 
trip to the NCAA tournament.

In the regionals at Long 
Beach State, Jermaine went 
7-for-14, as the Bruins beat 
Pepperdine, Illinois-Chi-
cago, and the host 49ers 
to advance to the Super 
Regionals. UCLA fell short 
of the College World Series, 
dropping a pair to Cal State 
Fullerton, but Curtis fi nished 
the season with a .329 bat-
ting average.

His on-base average 
dropped to .412, as his 
walks fell from 24 to 15, and 
Jermaine admits he did more 
free swinging at the plate. 
“Last year [at UCLA] I just 
tried to get on base a lot,” he 

said.
His approach did yield 

higher power numbers. He 
clubbed four home runs after 
hitting none as a freshman, 
and saw his RBIs increase 
from 21 to 33.

Jermaine now wants the 
best of both worlds – to hit 
for power, while remaining 
an on-base threat. This sum-
mer he has been working to 
become more patient at the 
plate, and credits Chatham 
assistant coaches Patrick 
McGee and George Barnes 
for their guidance. “I’m an 
aggressive hitter, and I get 
a little anxious sometimes,” 
Curtis said. “If I saw a pitch I 
wanted, I’d just go after it.”

Now Jermaine tries to 
extend his at-bats, and hold 
out for a pitch he can tag. 
“Ted Williams said you’ll see 
at least one mistake by a 
pitcher per at-bat,” Jermaine 
said. “So I’m trying to wait 
for it.”

The work seems to be pay-
ing dividends. Entering play 
last weekend, Jermaine led 
the A’s with a .339 batting 
average. He’s also drawn 
seven walks, for a .406 on-
base mark, while striking 
out just six times, and he’s 
homered twice, to tie for the 
team lead.

The Cape League has 
provided the ultimate chal-
lenge for a fastball hitter, like 
Curtis. “I like hitting them, 

 Continued from Page 3
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 Continued on Next Page

out allowing a hit, earning 
the fi rst save of his college 
baseball career.

“In college you can’t do 
what you did in high school; 
blow the ball by everybody,” 
Gagg said. “Sometimes dur-
ing the season there will be 
a weak hitter in the lineup, 
where you know you can 
blow the ball right down the 
middle and beat the guy. 
But, here on the Cape every 
pitch is a pressure pitch. 
These guys here are the best 
hitters in the county, and in 
order to get them out you 
have to make your best pitch 
every time. When you don’t, 
you get hurt.”

At six feet and 195 pounds 
Gagg isn’t the biggest guy 
on the mound, but he is a 
bulldog. When he sinks his 
teeth into a batter the guy at 
the plate is in for a fi ght.

“People say I’m a work-

horse,” he explained. “What 
I am is a competitor. Even 
if you don’t have your best 
stuff, you have to feel like 
you’re the guy that can put 
your team in the best posi-
tion to win. When I’m out 
there, I don’t want to come 
out of the game. I love the 
competition and the pres-
sure and I like to win.”

Like most Cape League 
players, Gagg hopes for a 
chance to prove himself at 
the major league level.

“I want to play baseball for 
as long as I can,” he smiled. 
“When the day comes that I 
can’t pitch, I’d like to get into 
coaching. I feel that I have 
an obligation to the game. 
There are a lot of people that 
have helped to make me a 
better player and I’d like to 
have the chance to pass on 
what I’ve learned to younger 
players someday. I think that 
would be awesome.”

PHOTO BY MARK A. BROWN
Chatham third baseman Jermaine Curtis (UCLA) has been a 
hit for the A’s. At the midway point of the Cape League sea-
son he is hitting .323 and sluggling .492.
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BY MATTHEW M. BURKE
Cotuit’s Correy Figueroa 

(St. Petersburg) is in a 
unique situation this sum-
mer. His identical twin, Cole 
Figueroa (Florida), of Har-
wich, also made the trip to 
the Cape. 

Not only was his transition 
into the league made easier 
through having his brother 
patrolling the infi elds of 
Cape League ballpark’s as 
well, but his family ties have 
also given him a crutch to 
lean on when he has needed 
pointers thus far this sum-
mer. 

His father, Bien Figueroa, 
is the manager of the Bal-
timore Orioles Double A 
affi liate, the Bowie Baysox. 
Correy is also the Godson of 
Boston Red Sox fi rst base 
coach Luis Alicea.

Growing up, Correy and 
his brother were surrounded 
by Major League baseball 
players, which he said has 
defi nitely helped his devel-
opment as a player.

“I’m not playing as much 
as I’d like to, but it’s going 
good so far,” Correy said 
prior to last Friday’s show-
down against his brother. 
Cole started at short for the 
hometown Mariners and 
Correy started at second 
for the third place Kettleers. 
“The competition is always 
good up here. You got the 
best, you know, all around. 
But I’m pretty proud of my 
play right now, and I’m ready 
to go today.”

Harwich defeated Cotuit 
5-4 last Friday. In the loss, 
Correy was 1-for-2, while 
Cole was 1-for-3 at the plate. 
Correy said that although the 
twins are very competitive, 
they have been pulling for 
each other to succeed this 
summer.

Correy Figueroa’s Family Ties
Help Him Contribute in Cotuit

Correy bats left and throws 
right and he is the stereotyp-
ical infi elder, short and com-
pact. He is quick on his feet 
and slick with his glove. Cor-
rey is smooth and fl uent in 
the fi eld and is equally quick 
with a bat. He is a slap, gap 
hitter, who hits for average 
rather than for power. 

Through 48 at-bats, in 17 
games this summer, Correy 
is batting a respectable .229, 
with 11 hits, and 11 runs, fi ve 
RBI, two stolen bases, and 
a .288 on-base percentage. 
Unfortunately for Figueroa, 
he shares time with former 
Tennessee Vol star infi elder, 
and current Florida State 
Seminole, Tony Delmonico.

Delmonico has been hard 
to sit for coach Mike Rob-
erts, and has been slightly 
more potent offensively for 
the Kettleers this summer. 
He has better stats than Cor-
rey, when it comes to power 
numbers and on-base per-
centage. In two more games 
than Figueroa, Delmonico 
is batting .308, with 20 hits, 
14 runs, and a .462 slugging 
percentage to Figueroa’s 
.250. However, Correy has 
contributed, and does the 
little fundamental things that 
win baseball games and im-
press coaches, so thus far, 
he has commanded playing 
time.

On July 1, Correy scored 
the winning run against 
Orleans (Cotuit won 1-0) by 
beating out a dropped third 
strike to fi rst. He advanced 
to second on a throwing 
error, and eventually scored 
from third on a sacrifi ce bunt 
back to the pitcher. This sea-
son he has also impressed, 
bunting for base hits and 
stealing an occasional base.

Interestingly enough, both 
Correy, and his brother Cole, 

were recruited by Florida 
State, and had Correy opted 
to play there, he might be 
fi ghting for time with Delmo-
nico there as well. Delmo-
nico is transferring to Florida 
State after his father, Rod, 
who was Tennessee’s Head 
Coach, was fi red in June.

Correy said that he opted 
to go to St. Petersburg when 
the Florida State offer fell 
through, and he said he 
received a good scholarship. 
St. Pete fi nished the season 
35-15 (17-8 in Suncoast 
Conference play), and were 
the Suncoast Conference 
co-champions with Manatee. 

Correy went 66-for-184 at 
the dish in 2007 in 46 games, 
batting .359, scoring 55 runs 
with 30 RBI. He stole 20 
bases, for 15th in National 
Junior College Athletic As-
sociation Region 8 play. St. 
Pete was knocked out of the 
FCCAA/NJCAA Gulf District 
Tournament on May 8 by 
Central Florida.

Correy Figueroa’s path 
to the Cape League is an 
interesting one. The Figueroa 
family hails from Tallahassee. 
Correy’s father Bien is cur-
rently in his fi rst season with 
the Baysox after managing 
the Single A Frederick Keys 
for the past two seasons, 
leading them to a Carolina 
League Mills Cup Champion-
ship in 2005. He is in his 11th 
season as a coach within the 
Orioles organization. 

Hailing originally from San-
to Domingo in the Domini-
can Republic, Bien played 
12 major league games for 
the St. Louis Cardinals as 
a shortstop. He was in the 
Cardinals organization for 
eight of the 10 years he 
played affi liated baseball, 
from 1986-1994. He played 

but the pitching talent in this league is 
the best,” he said. “If it’s located well, 
you can’t touch it.”

Perhaps, but he’s touched enough of 
them. Though he is primarily a pull hitter, 
Jermaine’s quick wrists and strong legs 
and arms have generated line drive pow-
er to all fi elds. On July 12 he smacked 
a three-run blast over the left-center 
fi eld wall at Veterans Field, in the eighth 
inning, to help the A’s prevail in a 12-11 
slugfest over Yarmouth-Dennis – a game 
Chatham trailed 11-1 in the sixth.

At third, Jermaine’s glove work, quick 

Hitting Machine
 Continued from Page 3 reactions and strong arm have proved 

valuable, especially on bunts. With just 
one miscue in the fi eld to date, Curtis 
said he wants “to play error-free ball the 
rest of the season.”

Among active major leaguers, Curtis 
looks to Yankees third baseman Alex 
Rodriguez for inspiration. “I just love the 
way he plays – the swagger, and his ap-
proach to the game.”

Jermaine’s biggest objective this sum-
mer does not involve individual achieve-
ment. “I want to help the Chatham Ath-
letics win the Cape League title. That’s 
my number one goal.”

 Continued on Next Page

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Cotuit Kettleer second baseman Correy Figueroa (St. Peters-
burg).

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Harwich Mariners shortstop Cole Figueroa (Florida).
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PROFESSIONAL INSURED INSTALLERS

SHOP AT HOME

BY DARIN WEEKS
It was the top of the 10th 

inning last week in Orleans 
when Bourne’s Bill Perry 
dug into the batter’s box 
with the game tied at fi ve 
all. The Braves, who hadn’t 
beaten the Cardinals since 
2005, had rallied from a 5-2 
ninth inning defi cit to knot 
the score in front of 3,000 
stunned Orleans fans. Fac-
ing Cards’ lights out closer 
Nick Christiani, with two-
outs and no one on, most 
in attendance expected a 
quick end to the inning and 
prepared for the bottom of 
the tenth.

Once again, people un-
derestimated Bill Perry. As 
Christiani fi red, Perry’s swing 
sent the ball high into the 

A Blue Collar Is WorthA Blue Collar Is Worth
More Than Blue ChipMore Than Blue Chip

cool Cape Cod night, and 
when it landed beyond the 
left fi eld fence, the Braves 
found themselves with a 
shocking 6-5 lead and held 
on to win one of their most 
exhilarating victories of the 
summer. It wasn’t Perry’s 
fi rst Cape League home 
run, but it sent a message 
that the stocky third base-
man from Falmouth, MA, 
belonged on the same fi eld 
as some of the most her-
alded amateur ballplayers in 
America.

Perry, a three-sport star 
at Falmouth High School, 
signed a temporary con-
tract to play with the Bourne 
Braves and quickly sent 
notice that his stay in the 
Cape League wouldn’t be 
a short one. For the former 
Falmouth Clipper, and cur-
rent University of Hartford 
Hawk, this summer has been 
nothing short of a dream 
come true.

“Harvey (Shapiro) called 
me at school and gave me 
a temp contract”, explained 
Perry. “I had no other offers, 
and this was an opportunity 
of a lifetime.”

While his team has led 
the Western Division most 
of the season, Perry’s per-
sonal stats are impressive, 
especially for a player that 
was expected to go home 
once the team’s “per-
manent” players arrived. 
Through 19 games, Perry is 
hitting .292 with two home 
runs and six RBI. His bat-
ting average is over 100 
points higher than several 
“blue chippers,” including 
current Orleans Cardinal 
Brandon Crawford, who is 
considered the fi fth best 
sophomore prospect by 
Baseball America.

Though Perry is said to 
lack the overall talent that 
many of his peers in the 
Cape League possess, the 
one thing he is not short on 
is effort. There’s an old say-
ing that “hard work beats tal-
ent when talent doesn’t work 
hard”. Every season, there is 
a player that epitomizes that 
quote, and this year it fi ts Bill 
Perry to a tee.  

“(When the summer start-
ed) I wasn’t nervous, I just 
played”, said Perry. “I did my 

minor league baseball in the 
Expos, Rangers, and Rock-
ies organizations as well. He 
retired as a player in 1996.

Cole said that Bien was 
not always home due to the 
burden of travel that falls on 

any professional ballplayer, 
but he imparted his knowl-
edge of hitting and infi elding 
when he was, something 
that has defi nitely helped the 
Figueroa brothers.

“When he does come 
home we work real hard,” 

Cole said. “It’s defi nitely a 
good tool for me and my 
brother, and we’ve used it 
a lot. It defi nitely helps, be-
cause you grow up around 
big leaguers, and we defi -
nitely get a step up on a lot 
of guys.”

Correy said that his God-
father, Alicea, whom Bien 
met in the Cardinals organi-
zation, and who hails from 
Puerto Rico, has also been 
an important infl uence in his 
development as a player. 

Alicea was a major league 
infi elder for 13 years, playing 
for the Cardinals, the Red 
Sox, the Angels, the Rang-
ers, and the Royals. He had 
a career batting average of 
.260 with 47 homers and 
422 RBI while playing three 
different infi eld positions. 
He became the Red Sox 
fi rst base coach prior to this 

season after coaching in the 
minors for three seasons.

Currently, Figueroa just 
keeps playing as hard as he 
can, hoping that more play-
ing time will follow as Cotuit 
makes a run for the playoffs 
in the second half. He said 
that he rarely asks his broth-
er Cole for advice, despite 
the fact that Cole is cur-
rently fourth in the league in 
hitting, with a .342 average, 
and 27 hits in 79 at bats. But 
he does ask his father and 
Godfather for advice.

“My dad is in the business, 
so he’s the one who gives 
me tips,” Correy said. “I talk 
to [Alicea] all the time, about 
the game and stuff.”

For Correy, he has all the 
weapons at his disposal to 
take his game to the next 
level…and its starts with his 
family behind him.

Correy Figueroa’s Family Ties
 Continued from Page 5
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DON PARKINSON/ENTEPRISE
Billy Perry, a native of Falmouth, Massachusetts began the 
summer as a temporary player, later earning a permanent 
roster spot with the Bourne Braves.
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best, and it has worked out for me.”
For many of his Braves’ teammates, its rare when family 

or friends can travel to the Cape to watch them play. Perry 
knows that one of the benefi ts of growing up minutes from 
Doran Park is that he has family and friends watching every 
one of his games. Though some players feel uncomfortable 
knowing they have a personal rooting section in the crowd, 
it's something Perry embraces.

“It makes me feel more comfortable”, explains Perry 
when discussing the fact that his family is always there. 
“But once the game starts, you don’t really realize they 
are out there.”

So far this summer, life as a Bourne Brave has been 
nothing short of a dream for Bill Perry. Though his effort is 
unlikely to place his name among the elites within the pages 
of Baseball America, his work ethic has quickly placed 
his name with those players who garner the most respect 
among their peers, and by those who watch him play the 
game every day as if it were his last.

 Continued from Page 6
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Doran Park at Upper Cape 
Cod Regional Vocational 
Technical High School was 
dedicated Sunday in mem-
ory of longtime Sagamore 
Beach resident and Cape 
Cod Baseball League fan 
George Doran Sr. 

League president Judy 
Walden Scarafi le, Com-
missioner Paul Galop and 
Bourne Braves president 
Tom Fink all participated in 
a pre-game ceremony, then 
watched as the Braves chris-
tened their newly named 
home fi eld with a 5-4 win 
over the Hyannis Mets. 

The fi eld, which is actu-
ally in its second season as 
home to the Braves, is the 
end result of a process that 
offi cially began in the fall of 
2004.

John Doran, son of George 
Sr., remembers summer eve-
nings spent watching Cape 
League baseball with his 
father when Bourne’s team 
was known the Sagamore 
Clouters, then the Bourne 
Canalmen, and played at 
Keith Field in Sagamore. 
George Doran Sr. died in 
1994 after living in Sagamore 
Beach for more than 40 
years. 

With the vision and the 
personnel, only the issue 
of funding remained. That 
problem was solved when 
the Bourne Athletic Asso-
ciation gratefully accepted 
a $150,000 grant from the 
Yawkey Foundation in the 
fall of 2004, and broke 
ground the following spring. 
The Yawkey Foundation has 
funded fi eld improvements 
all around the Cape League 
in recent years, contributing 
this season to upgrades in 

Bourne Dedicates Doran Park
Cotuit and Wareham. 

Doran Park is now the 
jewel of the Barry J. Motta 
Athletic Complex. Trimmings 
include an electronic score-
board behind center fi eld, 
brick dugouts, permanent 
restrooms and concession 
stands, a section for profes-
sional scouts behind home 
plate and an environmentally 
friendly press box, which is 
100-percent “green.” Addi-
tional plans call for lights to 
be installed for night games 
and a playground beyond 
the right fi eld fence (com-
plete with a canopy to shield 
children from home runs). 
This work is expected to be 
completed before the 2008 
spring baseball season at 
Upper Cape Tech. 

Cementing the relationship 
between the Bourne Athletic 
Association and Upper Cape 
Tech, much of the work was 
done by students at the 
school -- from electrical wir-
ing to plumbing.

Motta opened his remarks 
by quoting Field of Dreams: 
“If you build it, they will 
come.” And come they did. 
Bourne set a season record 
for attendance with more 
than 1,300 fans turning out 
for the afternoon’s events, 
lured as much by the prom-
ise of live music and free ice 
cream as by another after-
noon of winning baseball. 

The fi rst-place Braves 
did not disappoint, earning 
their 12th win of the season. 
It was not their prettiest 
— Braves pitchers walked 10 
batters and the team com-
mitted three errors — but it 
was enough to secure a 5-4 
victory over the Mets and 
keep smiles on the faces of 

the big crowd fi lling the new 
bleachers at Doran Park. 

Right fi elder Brian Pruitt 
(Stetson) offi cially christened 
the outfi eld fence, which 
is set at 395 feet in center 
fi eld and 300 feet at the foul 
poles. Just after a long fl y 
ball by fi rst baseman Mitch 
Moreland (Mississippi State) 
was caught on the warning 
track, Pruitt sent a rocket 
comfortably over the wall in 
left-center. It was his third 
home run of the season and 
it tied the game at three. It 
also energized the Braves, 
who scored two more runs 
in the seventh inning and 
scratched out the game-win-
ner in the eighth.

The dedication was a fam-
ily affair from top to bottom, 
with four generations of 
Doran's participating. The 
honoree’s son John cut the 
ribbon on the new sign and 
two of his great-grandchil-
dren. Patrick, a batboy with 
the Braves, threw out the 
fi rst pitch, and Katherine, 
who spent the past year as 
a cast member of the Broad-
way musical Mary Poppins, 
sang the National Anthem.

Overseeing the entire 
operation from a seat on 
the third base line was the 
matriarch of the Doran clan, 
Eleanor, 94 years young. 

The park is indeed a 
perfect fi t: a memorial to a 
longtime supporter of Cape 
Cod baseball and a beautiful 
home for the Bourne Braves.

“My father is now a part 
of Cape baseball, and the 
Braves have a permanent 
home,” John Doran said. 

Liz Hoffman, CCBL intern 
(Hoffman@capecodbaseball.
org)

DAN BROWN/ENTERPRISE
John Doran revels the new sign for Doran Park with the snip of scissors during a dedication 
of the new fi eld behind Upper Cape Tech with Barry Motta, right, the former superintendent of 
UCT watching. The new fi eld is home to the Bourne Braves and Upper Cape Tech Rams and 
was named after Mr. Doran’s father, George Doran Sr.



SUMMER STARS8 Thursday, July 19, 2007 

Hyannis third baseman Patrick Long (Georgia Tech) plays the hop.

Falmouth’s Jeremy Farrell (Virginia) races the ball to fi rst on a pick off
stands ready.

Y-D outfi elder Collin Cowgill (Kentucky) drives the ball in recent action at Red Wilson 
Field.

Chatham pitcher Charles Brewer (UCLA) works off the 
mound for the A’s. Brewer is 1-1 with an ERA of 2.74 as 
the team enters the home stretch.

Harwich Ma
bat on the b

Brewster Wh
the ball, befo

Photos by DON PARKINSON

Cape League Heats Up
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f play while Brewster fi rst baseman Ryan Babineau (UCLA) 

riners’ outfi elder Steve Strausbaugh (Western Carolina) puts the 
all.

hitecap third baseman David Doss (South Alabama) scoops up 
ore nailing the runner at fi rst base.

Cotuit shortstop Reese Havens (South Carolina) looks to put the tag on Harwich’s Johnny Gia-
votella (New Orleans).

Harwich Mariner Jared Bolen (VCU) makes the play at fi rst base.

Chatham A’s fi rst baseman Allan Dykstra (Wake Forest) dives back to the bag.

N/ENTERPRISE

p Down The Stretch
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2007 Cape Cod Baseball League Schedule
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BY RICH MACLONE
It was bound to happen. It 

had to.
Seriously, no one can hit 

in every game, not even 
Hyannis fi rst baseman Shane 
Peterson, of Long Beach 
State.

He had Cape League fans 
fooled, though. It certainly 
appeared that he could, in-
deed hit in every game. Last 
Friday, against Falmouth, it 
looked like his hitting streak, 
and on-base streak, would 
come to a conclusion. The 
infi elder was hitless through 
his fi rst three AB’s, but then, 

For Shane Peterson, The Hits
Keep Coming and Coming ...

when his team needed it 
most, the left-handed hitter 
smoked a liner the other 
way, into right fi eld, for a 
two-run double.

That two-bagger extended 
his league-best hitting streak 
to 15 consecutive ballgames. 
Only once this season had 
Peterson failed not come up 
with at least a single knock 
in a game, and in that one he 
went 0-for-2 with a couple of 
walks.

The big hit streak fi nally 
did end, though. Last Friday 
night, in a game against divi-
sion rival Wareham, Peter-
son went 0-for-4. Just like 
that and Peterson’s string 
of games in a row with a hit 
was over.

However, his on-base 
streak continued. In Peter-
son’s fi nal at-bat of the day 

he reached on a fi elding 
error by Gatemen shortstop 
Beamer Weems. Through 
last Friday night, in every 
game Peterson had suited 
up for, he reached at least 
once.  

“The thing that amazes me 
about him is that when he 
swings, he rarely misses,” 
Hyannis Head Coach Greg 
King said. “He’s always 
putting good contact on the 
ball. He might get himself 
into a hole, but then he’s 
hitting a line drive to the op-
posite fi eld … If I can keep 
him in the three or four hole 

all season long, that’s an 
amazing feat. Because, as 
a three or four hitter, you’re 
seeing the best pitches that 
a pitcher has and they’re 
trying to get you out, or 
pitch around you, and the 
way he’s hitting right now, in 
either of (those spots in the 
lineup) is amazing.”

Peterson loves this. Sure, 

he’s happy to be hitting 
well over .300 and perhaps 
on his way to a spot on the 
west division All-Star team. 
It’s more than putting up 
numbers, though. “When 
I fi rst got out here I had 
some goals, like I wanted to 
bat .250, not too high, but 
I wanted to come out here 
and prove myself a little bit. 
But, now that the season’s 
going on, I still have the 
same goals, the same 
expectations, but they’re ris-
ing a little bit. I still want to 
stay above .300, stuff like,” 
Peterson said. “I hadn’t even 
thought about the all-star 
game before I got out here, 
but now I am a bit. That 
would be a fun experience.”

Peterson, who will be a 
junior next year at Long 
Beach State, likes that he’s 
in the lineup every day this 
summer. And, Hyannis Mets’ 
skipper Greg King likes hav-
ing him in there.

Last summer, while play-
ing in the Alaska League, 
Peterson was in the start-
ing rotation for his club, 
and excelled. Despite that 
success, the six-footer said 
that he much prefers hav-
ing a chance to play on a 
regular basis than waiting for 
a chance to help the club. 
“I’m enjoying myself a whole 
lot more here than there,” 
he said. “I like to be in the 
lineup every day, out there 
competing.

“It’s a lot better when 
you’re out there hustling, get 
after it, doing everything, 
getting dirty. That’s why we 
come out here to play. I don’t 
come to sit and watch fi ve 
games before I play.”

Peterson hit well at Long 
Beach State this past season, 
posting a .327 average with 
four homers and four RBIs. 
He said that goal number one 
when he traveled over the 
Cape Cod Canal was to make 
sure that he kept doing what 
he was doing.

“I’m just kind of going out 
here every day and trying to 

 Continued on Next Page

Who’s Hot & Who’s Not
Back from a high ankle sprain, Kevin Hoef (Iowa) of the 
Bourne Braves is still near the top of  CCBL with a .364 
batting average as the week began. His Braves teammate 
Brian Pruitt (Stetson) was the second in the league with 
22 RBI, just two behind loop leader Dennis Raben (Miami) 
of Orleans with 24.

Shane Peterson (Long Beach State) of the Hyannis Mets 
topped the league in hits (33), while batting 340, which 
was fourth overall in the CCBL. Conor Gillaspie (Wichita 
State) of Falmouth was leading the league at the plate 
with an average of .371. Brewster's Blake Tekotte (Miami) 
led with 14 stolen bases.

Hard-hitting infi elder Gordon Beckham (Georgia) led the 
league with eight homers and was hitting .313.

Josh Lindblom (Purdue) of Cotuit was the fi rst Cape 
League hurler to reach four wins, while Yarmouth-Den-
nis closer Nick Cassavechia (Baylor) led the league with 
seven saves 

Christian Friedrich (E. Kentucky) of Falmouth was the 
pace-setter with 42 strikeouts, followed by Wareham's 
Andy Oliver (Oklahoma State) with 39.

Yarmouth-Dennis had compiled the highest team bat-
ting average (.274) and most runs scored (142). Bourne 
dropped to second with a .271 team batting average, 
followed by Brewster and Chatham (.258), Cotuit (.251), 
Hyannis (.246) and Falmouth (.242).

The Orleans Cardinals were the only CCBL team with an 
ERA of under 3.00 at 2.52, followed by Y-D (3.18) and Ware-
ham (3.19). Cotuit was last in team pitching with a 5.23 ERA.

Local product Matt Costello of Centerville, a left-handed 
pitcher who is transferring to Central Connecticut this 
fall, has been added to the Cotuit Kettleers' roster. He 
replaces Mike Bianucci (Auburn), who was among the 
league leaders with nine stolen bases before suffering a 
hip fl exor injury.

RICH MACLONE/ENTERPRISE
Shane Peterson (Long Beach State) is having a summer to 
remember for the Hyannis Mets this year. At the midway point 
he is hitting .340.

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Falmouth shortstop David Adams (Virginia) watches the 
ball all the way into the glove.



SUMMER STARS12 Thursday, July 19, 2007 

CAPE & ISLAND TIRE CO.
HYANNIS

730 Bearses Way
(508) 775-6066

E. FALMOUTH 
735 Teaticket Hwy.
(508) 457-1300

ORLEANS 
135 Route 6A

(508) 255-9522

E. WAREHAM 
3057 Cranberry Hwy.

(508)291-7500

Chatham A's infi elder Kyle 
Seager (North Carolina) had 
a few options when it came 
to picking a sport. After 
trying his skills in basket-
ball, soccer and baseball, it 
became clear to Seager that 
baseball was his passion.

"I stopped playing soccer 
when I was younger, and I 
wasn't really that good at 
basketball," Seager said. 
"Baseball was the only sport 
that I was all right at."

 All right hardly describes 
Seager's abilities. He has 
proven to be instrumental at 
bat (.289 average) and in the 
fi eld for Chatham. Having 
come to the Cape Cod Base-
ball League from the Col-
lege World Series in Omaha, 
Seager is looking to fi nally 
kick back and enjoy playing 
baseball.

"Playing here is so much 
more relaxing," said Seager. 
"You just come here and you 
have a great time playing 
ball. At Carolina, it was real 
stressful. You were repre-
senting your school and 
your coaches, and you were 

Chatham's Seager Finds Competition
 Tougher In CCBL Than In College World Series

working really hard to win."
Seager said that the transi-

tion from Omaha to the Cape 
League has been for the 
better. When playing in the 
College World Series, Sea-
ger said, even the size of the 
crowds was stressful.

He quickly added, how-
ever, that he fi nds the level 
of play in the CCBL more 
diffi cult than in the Col-
lege World Series. It's a 
lot harder here," the 6-1, 
185-pound infi elder ob-
served. "You are facing the 
best pitchers in the country, 
and the best players in the 
country. This is like a big 
all-star game every time 
you come out."

But the quality of the 
competition is exactly what 
attracted him to Cape Cod. 
"Just receiving an invitation 
to play in the Cape League 
was exciting," he said, "but 
being asked to play at Cha-
tham was even better."

The Cape is probably the 
best league to play in for 
summer ball," said Seager. 
"Just getting invited up here 

was a really big thrill. There 
is really no other place you'd 
rather go, and the Chatham 
A's are probably the most 
well-known summer team in 
the country."

Seager said he did have 
some reservations about 
coming to the Cape League. 
He was a bit concerned 
about living with a host fam-
ily he did not know. But, he 
said, he quickly discovered 
that this experience was 
another enjoyable aspect of 
being a Cape League player.

"My host mom is really 
nice," he added. "Her son is 
a good guy, too. He's our bat 
boy."

Another plus to playing in 
the Cape League, Seager 
noted, has been making 
new friends with teammates 
he hadn't met previously or 
had seen only in games he 
watched on television. He 
said this kept A's players 
busy trading school T-shirts 
with one another.

Gabriella Remington, CCBL 
intern (Remington@capecodb
aseball.com)

swing like I was in school,” 
Peterson said. “I got here 
about a week early and the 
rest of the team, we were 
practicing, and we did some 
hitters versus pitchers, stuff 
like that. That helped me, 
getting out there for a week 
and doing stuff like that.”

It appears that extra time 
before the Cape League 
season began helped him 

The Hits Keep Coming, And Coming, And Coming....
 Continued from Page 11 get things going. Heading 

into last Saturday’s action 
Peterson was the Cape 
League-leader in base hits, 
with 31, and seventh overall 
in batting average, with a 
.337 average.

“I think I’m seeing the ball 
well, so that’s helped me a 
lot. And, I’m just trying to go 
out there every day get one 
hit, and you get those games 
when you get two or three, 

and that helps you out. Just 
try to get one hit a game 
and everything else falls into 
place,” he said.

Of course there was that 
one game, prior the streak’s 
end, in which Peterson had 
not had a hit in a game. He 
said that at Harwich he went 
0-for2 with a pair of bases 
on balls. While he would 
have liked to have had a 
knock that night, it wasn’t a 
big deal that he didn’t.

“I wasn’t that disappointed 
when it happened, those 
games are going to happen. 
You’re going to have oh-fors, 
especially here, that’s going 
to happen,” Peterson said.

King explained that those 
hitless nights are a rare 
thing, indeed, and explained 
why.

“I think that he sees the 
ball really well and he’s not 

going to get himself out,” 
King said. “If a pitcher is 
going to get him it might be 
because the pitcher threw 
the ultimate pitch in that 
situation. He just doesn’t 
get himself out. Very rarely 
do you see him take a bad 
swing. Very rarely do you see 
him off-balance, and very 
rarely do you see him make 
a mistake. If a pitcher makes 
a mistake, forget about it.”

Hyannis’ skipper also 
loves having Peterson on his 
team, and not just because 
he’s a good baseball player.

“He’s one of the most un-
believable kids I’ve coached 
down here. He’s kind of 
quiet, but very receptive to 
learning,” the coach said. 
“He’s the type of kid if you 
tell him something once, and 
he’ll do it. A couple of times 
I’ve said something and he 

already said that he was 
working on that, that means 
he’s very aware of what his 
swing is supposed to be like, 
what his swing is actually 
doing, and he’s got the abil-
ity to fi x it.”

So far there hasn’t been a 
whole that’s needed fi xing. 
Should that trend continue, 
there’s a better than good 
chance that come next June 
Shane Peterson will be se-
lected pretty highly by a Ma-
jor League Baseball club in 
the amateur draft. Peterson 
said that he hopes that what 
he’s done so far has helped 
him in that regard.

“I had never really dis-
tinguished myself between 
me and everyone else, so 
I wanted to come out here 
and put my name on the 
map, get my name out there 
for the scouts and hopefully 
produce again next year in 
college,” he said.

So far Peterson has done 
nothing but produce for the 
Mets. That’s a trend that’s 
not likely to change any time 
soon.

your Skis in years?
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DON PARKINSON/ENTEPRISE
Chatham second baseman Kyle Seager (UNC-Chapel Hill) is 
hitting .289 for the A’s.
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BY CHRIS KAZARIAN
“The best amateur ball in 

the country is played in the 
Cape Cod Baseball League. 
Playing here is a chance of 
a lifetime” – Ryan Dunne 
(“Summer Catch”)

In the unlikeliest of set-
tings – a fundraiser for New 
Mexico governor Bill Rich-
ardson – movie producer 
Michael Tollin delivered a 
curveball when it was his 
time to talk to the guest of 
honor. 

“Basically how these 
things work is you write a 
check to get there and then 
stroll out on some expan-
sive lawn, overlooking some 
luxurious mansion in the city 
and wait for 90 seconds to 
talk to the guest of honor,” 
he said. “So you should 
have a good idea before-
hand of how you want to 
spend those 90 seconds. I 
had just fi nished shooting 
"Wild Hogs" in New Mexico. 
I thought about talking about 
tax incentives, and how hos-
pitable the state had been 
to fi lmmakers, or his posi-
tion on issues like his track 
record on hostage negotia-
tions.” 

Tollin decided otherwise. 
Those things, he thought, 
paled in comparison to the 
one thing that really mat-
tered – the Cape Cod Base-
ball League. “I went up to 
him and said, ‘Hello, I am an 
old fan of the Kettelers. Then 
I introduced myself as the 
director of Summer Catch. 
He said he had a lovely time 
in Cotuit, and how it was 
one of the most memorable 
summers of his life. Then we 
talked about how great Jes-
sica Biel is. It can’t get much 
better than that.” 

For Tollin, sports, and in 
particular, baseball, is the 
one thing that brings clarity 
to life. “The beautiful thing 
about baseball is that it often 
bears a strong resemblance 
to truth,” he said. 

That is perhaps why the 
prolifi c movie executive has 
a list of credits that is so 
male-oriented and sports 
dominated. His most recent 
work, "The Bronx is Burn-
ing", is airing on ESPN. 
Based on John Mahler’s 
bestseller, "Ladies and Gen-
tlemen, The Bronx Is Burn-
ing," the miniseries details 
the Yankees' 1977 tumultu-
ous season that ended with 
a World Series victory. 

His other works include; 
"Radio," "Bonds on Bonds," 
"Coach Carter," "Hardwood 

Baseball Is A Passion For Summer 
Catch Director/Producer Michael Tollin

Dreams," "Varsity Blues," 
and "Hank Aaron: Chasing 
the Dream." 

His love affair with athlet-
ics started at a young age, 
growing up in the outskirts 
of the sports-crazed city of 
Philadelphia . He credits one 
man, his father, Sol Tollin, for 
passing that passion on to 
him. 

His dad, he said, “was a 
crafty lefthander, who stood 
all of fi ve-foot, eight. He 
was all city in baseball and 
basketball at Chester High 
School in the late 40’s and 
went on to Haverford Col-
lege where he excelled there 
as well.” 

In 2001, the small private 
university on the Main Line 
honored his father for his 
accomplishments on the 
hardwood, where he aver-
aged more than 20 points a 
game, at a time when scores 
typically ran into the 40s. 

As rumors go, Tollin said, 
his dad supposedly pitched 
a no-hitter in college, and 
was drafted to play Major 
League Baseball. Although 
he can not verify any of this, 
Tollin laughed, “Why let the 
truth get in the way of a 
good story.” 

And that is exactly what 
sports has given him as a 
producer – good stories that 
his audiences can relate to.

More importantly, however, 
it drew him closer to his 
father. “I grew to love sports 
because it was a source of 
real bonding with my dad,” 
he said. 

Even during the past 17 
years, while he was living 
in Los Angeles and his dad 
was outside of Philadelphia, 
he said, conversations were 
simply about sports. “Dur-
ing the Phillies seasons we 
would talk almost every day 
to do a postmortem on the 
games,” he said. “I have a 10 
minute drive to work, which 
by LA standards is not that 
diffi cult, but I would spend 
those 10 minutes talking 
about the mistakes made 
by Charlie Manuel or Pat 
Burrell, the runners the team 

left on base, or how they 
squandered a lead.” 

Those discussions, he 
said, were always done with 
the faith that their beloved 
team would always turn 
things around. Unfortunately, 
they no longer happen, as 
his dad died last July, the 
same day the Phillies ac-
quired veteran pitcher Jamie 
Moyer from the Seattle 
Mariners. 

“It was almost like the 
spirit of my dad was brought 
back,” he said. “[Moyer] is 
a crafty left-hander, like my 
dad, who couldn’t break a 
window pane with a fastball. 
He survived in the majors 
on brain, style, and cunning. 
That was my dad’s reputa-
tion as a pitcher.” 

It is also what he sees in 
his son, Lucas Philip Tollin, 
an 8-year-old all-star pitcher 
who just fi nished his little 
league season last week. 
“He embodies my dad’s 
spirit. He doesn’t throw hard, 
he just throws strikes,” he 
said. 

In a few years, Tollin hopes 
his son will get to live nearly 
every boy’s dream on Cape 
Cod. “I have every intention 
of bringing him back to the 
Cape to be a bat boy for one 
of the teams,” he said. 

Although Tollin grew up 
on the east coast, and lived 
there for much of his life, it 
was not until he was pre-
paring to shoot "Summer 
Catch" in the summer of 
2000 that he actually got to 
experience Cape League 
baseball. “I was really blown 
away by the quality of the 
games and the spirit there,” 
he said. 

"Summer Catch" repre-
sents Tollin’s fi rst feature 
fi lm as a director and the 
experience, he said, “was 
very gratifying. I felt lucky to 
be doing it, riding my bicycle 
to a small town in a baseball 
fi eld we created … It was 
great fun. I had my glove, 
ball, and mitt on set and we 
would play catch in between 
set ups. Obviously the movie 
encompasses more than 

 Continued on Next Page

Summer Catch, a 2001 romantic comedy about the Cape Cod 
Baseball League starring Freddie Prinze Jr., Jessica Biel and 
Matthew Lillard.

[baseball], but that was my 
favorite part for me.”

The movie was fi lmed 
primarily in Southport, North 
Carolina, where Tollin’s crew 
took a vacant lot and cre-
ated a fi eld, modeled after 
those found on the Cape. 
“It is a composite,” he said. 
“We wanted to represent 
how it felt to be in a Cape 
League environment. We got 
pretty good feedback about 
our attention to detail and 
for respecting the magic of 
the Cape League.” 

To give Summer Catch 
some authenticity, he said, 
the crew spent several days 
shooting in Chatham. 

Tollin recalled several mo-
ments from making the mov-
ie that stood out. One had to 
do with Wilmer Valderrama, 
who was making his feature 
fi lm debut as an actor. 

As Tollin described, he 
was also new to the sport 
of baseball. Yet, that did not 
deter him from trying his 
hardest to perfect his game. 
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It’s hard to believe that 
we have now passed the 
half-way point in our 2007 
season. The Bourne Braves, 
in the Western Division, and 
the reigning CCBL champion 
Yarmouth-Dennis Red Sox, 
in the Eastern Division, have 
bolted out of the gate and 
enjoy comfortable leads in 
their respective divisions. All 
10 teams are well within the 
realm of making the playoffs, 
and the fi nal three weeks of 
the season should be excit-
ing and pressure packed.  

Our annual All-Star Game 
will be played at Spillane 
Field in Wareham, on Satur-
day, July 28, at 6 PM. But, be 
sure to come early, about 2 
PM, and enjoy the exciting 
batting practice exhibition of 
the fi nest collegiate players 
in the nation. The Home Run 
Hitting Contest is always 
popular, and considering the 
talent in our league this year, 

Tollin: Summer Catch
 Continued from Page 13

Commissioner's Mid-Season Report
this home run derby should 
be an extraordinary event.

All-Star Selection Saturday 
is on July 21, and we all anx-
iously await the announce-
ment of the teams. Our an-
nual All-Star classic usually 
has over 100 Major League 
Baseball scouts in atten-
dance, and we again antici-
pate another big turnout. 

Our video-streaming of 
most games was a new 
initiative this year, and the 
response from fans across 
America has been over-
whelmingly favorable. We 
are pleased and excited to 
not only offer this service, 
which compliments our au-
dio broadcast, but we con-
tinue to add enhancements 
to maximize the production 
to enjoyable standards. 

So as we start the “play-
off stretch” the excitement 
builds. Will your favorite 
team make the playoffs and 
play before crowds that are 
similar to the 2006 season 
that were record-breaking 
and exceeding 8,000 fans 
per game? Will the “hot” 
team win it all again, regard-
less of where they fi nished 
the regular season? Which 
of these talented players 
will be the fi rst to make it to 
the Major Leagues? Did you 
know that there are currently 
over 200 Major Leaguers 
that once played in the Cape 
Cod Baseball League? 

Why not come out to any 
of our 10 ballparks and enjoy 
the excitement of these 
thrilling pennant races at 
no cost? Yes, our games 
continue to be free. It’s the 
best deal in New England for 
wholesome family entertain-
ment, and we can assure 
you that once you visit a 

Cape Cod Baseball League 
game, you will be hooked for 
good. 

We appreciate the phe-
nomenal support of you, our 
loyal fans and can’t wait to 
see you at the next game. 
We are delighted to provide 
these games and appreciate 
the steady infl ux of positive 
comments we get from our 
visitors, whether it is from 
your fi rst visit or our repeat-
ed guests. It never gets old 
for us to say 'thank you' to 
the greatest supporters any 
organization could ever ask 
for. Best wishes.

Paul Galop
Commissioner Cape Cod 
Baseball League

of Unwanted Clutter!
Get Rid
List your  
   items at... capeauction .net

For the second time in as 
many years the Wareham 
Gatemen traveled to Paul 
Walsh Field in New Bedford 
for a home game and once 
again faced the Hyannis 
Mets. Last year the Mets 
spoiled Wareham’s inaugural 
appearance in the Whaling 
City by defeating the Gate-
men 3-2. This year it was the 
Gatemen who were victori-
ous with a 3-2 win.

Massachusetts Lt. Gov-
ernor Tim Murray took the 
mound to throw out the 
fi rst pitch and Miss Mas-
sachusetts sang God Bless 
America.

Andy Oliver (Oklahoma 
State) got the start for the 
Gatemen lasting six and a 
third innings before turning 
it over to Jeff Dietz (Brown), 
who in and inning and two-
thirds allowed just one hit 
as he picked up his fi rst win 
of the season. Chris Hicks 
(Georgia Tech) pitched a 
hitless ninth, earning the 
save.

The Gatemen scored twice 
in the eighth for the come-
from-behind victory, with 
the winning run coming on 
a base hit by Blake Dean 
(LSU).

CCBL Visits
New Bedford

 Continued on Next Page

CCBL Commissioner Paul 
Galop

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Shooter Hunt (Tulane) is in his second season with the Fal-
mouth Commodores. In his two Cape League seasons he 
has made 16 appearances, had 11 starts and with a com-
bined two-year record of 4-0, has never lost.

Sometimes it affected 
production, particularly dur-
ing one scene at the end of 
the movie, where Valder-
rama’s character, Mickey 
Dominguez, has to make a 
Sports Center-type catch to 
preserve a no-hitter being 

pitched by his Chatham 
A’s teammate, Ryan Dunne 
(Freddie Prinze Jr.) “We as-
sumed we’d have a stunt 
person do the actual catch, 
but he insisted on doing it 
himself,” he said. “We spent 
the better part of the night 
trying to get it just right. I 
give him a lot of credit. This 
is a kid who did not grow up 
playing baseball.” 

In another scene, screen-
writer John Gatins plays a 
Dennis-Yarmouth pitcher. 
“That was a treat for him 
because he had been a high 
school pitcher growing up in 
Poughkeepsie,” he said. 

Unfortunately, the experi-
ence did not end well. “He 
suffered a spiral fracture 
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because he had pitched 
one too many curveballs,” 
he said. “We sent him to a 
doctor in New York. He has 
happily recovered and is 
raising Yankees fans in Los 
Angeles.” 

Tollins also had a chance 
to cast Hank Aaron and 
Phillies slugger Dick Allen in 
the movie, which ends with 
Ryan Dunne making the big 
leagues for Tollin’s favorite 
team. 

It is nearly the perfect 
ending for Dunne, who like 
all Cape League players, has 
dreams of playing profes-
sionally. 

Tollin is not unlike many of 
us, who will never get to ex-
perience the thrill of pitching 
or hitting in a major league 
ballpark. “I played sports for 
as much as I could as long 
as I could, but the die was 
cast by the time I was enter-
ing high school,” he said. “I 
could see the ceiling and it 
was right above my head at 
5-8.” 

While he will never be a 
baseball player in this life, 
Tollin said, “I’ve been asked, 
what would you like to come 
back and do in your next 
life. I would want to be a 
big league shortstop, but 
it wouldn’t be bad to be a 
Cape Cod League shortstop 
either.” 

Until then, Tollin will settle 
simply for being an ob-
sessed sports fan. His mov-
ies will undoubtedly share 
that passion with others, 
much like his dad did with 
him and he is doing with his 
son, Lucas, and 14-year-old 
daughter, Georgia.

Summer 
Catch

 Continued from Page 14

DON PARKINSON/ENTERPRISE
Orleans southpaw Craig Bennigson (California) has made fi ve starts for the Cardinals in the fi rst half of the Cape League 
season. Bennigson has a record of 1-0 and an ERA of 2.10 with 25 strikouts in 25.2 innings pitched.
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$200 OFF
Any Large Pizza

#614 Home Run Way • Route 6A • Dennis • 508-385-7121


